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I. Let's PFretend

bGne thing was certaln, that I had had nothing to do with it -- it wag leigh Edmmdls
fault entirely. For it was he who first suggested that [ might yun for DUFP, the
mady conceived Down Under Pan Pund. Lelph first wrote me in October of 1971 ta
tell me of hle ides thet I wmight like to run in the firat fnn fund race ko bring mm
American fan te an Australisn comvention, Y would never have thought of it. But
it 1gntt hard te telk me into doing things, aAnd besides I was flactered. Imagine,
grsona thinking enough of me te want to pay my way to a conventicon that far awayl

How flattering that letter wag! "You would be my first choice," Leigh wrote. "I'd
be Iinterested in your commente anyhow since I met John Foyster last night and he
threatened vicious reprisale 1f I didn*t get somebody nominated. I told him thar
I'd write you today amd he put his boxing glove away." bBesidea, who could resist
the idea of a free trip to pustralia?

I must haye thought the idea over for a day or oo, walking arcund the campus at the
University of Miggouri in Colunbia, muttering, ‘*Australis’ apnd '"Imagine,mel' to my-
self at lntervals, Finally, I decided Lt wonldntg hurt to try it. 5o 1 wwote to
Leigh, and sewveral fans I thought might want te 2ct am my nominators. After ouch
corraspendence back and foxth botween Colunbhins ond Austyalia, gs well as between
Columbia and Culver City, Californla where Fred Patten lives, I found myeelf a
genuineg, official DUFF cendidate. The other DUFP cendidetes were Buck end Juanita
Coulesn {whe wers forced to drop cut of the rece when they dacfded they couldn*t
afford a trip for three if they won) and Arndy Porter., Now, it 15 a bit digconcert-
ing to have t¢ run egeinet your friends for a prize like a trip to Anetralia, but L
decided that at least it geve the woters a cholge, Also, it gave me pomething elge
to do that apring, while I wns deciding what graduate school te go to, how con earth
to finish up my coursework at the niversity and write several papers in time to
graduate go I could go to praduate school, publishing fanzines and in general being
the secret mlatress of Colupbia fandom,

Het that I had all that much to do as a DUFF eandidate. & few hours trying to de-
cida what on sarth I could say sbout myeelf in my platform were the most work I did.
tHoat of my campaipgning wae done by my friende in fandom. Now, I'm gure I don't
Tiave oore friends, or even better friends than moat of the peopls whe have been in
fandom for awhile, but the fact that some of my best friends in fandom are alse my
relatives, snd that others of them were et thet time Living within a fow blecks of
vur apartment and T opew thom practically every doy measnt that I had gulite a faw
anthusiasetic eupporters. HWone wes more enthupisstic than my mother. She put s DUFF



ba?li!.ot in every letter aha wroto, T honestly dontt think I would have ton without

oer affortu over here. And of vourse Laigh Edmends was working in Australla, printing
scone of my writing (often culled from APA4S zines when I was too tuey o write for
him) end pubilshing it practicalily svery month,

Hell, I thought [ had a very pood chance of winning with aweh support, ond in fact -
whenever I had a spare momenti, & was making liyto of the things one nhould do when
planning o *rip oversess. But cthe main resson I fhought I would win waa that the
desfline for receipt of votes was wmy 2let birthday, Mey 31, 197i. With advantages like
thet, I shouldn't have besn nurprised when the calil came, from Andy Porter, that I
had won. I will bo ever grataful te Andy for caliing we at his cwn uxpense to tell
e the newn and for being wmo gracious abour ft, That k¥ind of behaviowr isn't sur-
prising in fandem, E don't think, but it's not what one usually expecto in the mn-
dane world.

What an odd sumer it wasl I apent moat of the time plaaning my trip o Auatralia,
to be followed immediataly o o worldeom and & move to Madison, Wiuaconsin, where I

ms starting jpraduste school in che £all, All those things take & Tot of preparation,
espocially for acmenne who had wever wade & trip averseas, or aoved farrher than 100
wiles before, Jomatimes it vmy dlfficult to remember which trip I was doing what for,
There wae a visit to the doctor, ostenalbly to et my heslth forms £&1led mut for the
new sehool, -but really to get & few whots I thought T wight need for the trip (¥ou
really don't need any shote to get inkto Austrelin, but lt's a good fdea te check on
wnat shots the yurrounding countries, such aw New Zealend, regquire for satry)}. There
wanm the probiem of getting & passpewt (1t was the only tims, befors or mince, that
LTve bean ngked to ghow my marriage license to anyone -- the clerk wantad to be sure
ihe Lesleigh touch of the birth cortificate was fthe lesleigh Lutrrell who wanted the
passport.) Thera wae the concurrent packing of boxes for the move and sultcasss for
the trip. 7T think I did a better job packing the bogxes (unbeliswably, we didn't

loge arything on the move to Madison,) but I made a poor job of pecking the right sprts
of things for a irip to Australfla in what wae the middle of winter there ~- my pache
ing was complicated by the faet that I had to wesr some of the zame clothes at the
w¥ldcon in Low ingeles, and for the first week of achool in Madlpon. Packing ls very
difficult under such conditiona. .

Anyway, it wap {inally time to otart the trip. I did that by lesving Columbie after
a gexles of going away and birthday parties {both Dank and my brother ¢hris Cauch
have their bipthdey's in the ‘net week of July}. Hank and I dreve o 3t. Louls on
Thursday dvgust 3, where I etayed with my parents for a few days, und proceeded to
aelt mors and more nervous & the day to leave approached, Finelly, it was Sunday, the
alxth, Hank, ny parents and my orother Mike took me ta the St. Louia alrport. I had
bought my ewn ticket to Loz Angeles, but after that all wy travel wrrongements had
baen meds by Robln Johneon. Thank goodness Robin is so good at dofing chat sort of
thing, since I had enough trouble juet figwring cut how to get to LA in time to get
te Augtralie, nnd how to get to Madison efter the lLicon. But Robin sa very knowledg-
able about international trevel, and I had a round-trip ticket from Li to Sydney,
Austxalia in oy bsge as I leff Hi. Louls that Sunday afternoon,

by flight left §t. loule at 4:00 p.d. (Central Dayiight) that Sunday. % bad flown to
California before (in 1968 for the Daycon) but it %9 alwaye an odd experlence, flying,
especially ower ihe western U.5. At ie difficuit to deeide what thinge below you
sctually empe -- aven the Grand {lanyuen doesnt look. Like wuch of anyrhing, 1've sluays
wondered what the Canyon looks like cloge up, whet the sides look lLike (vou zan't sme
them very wall from an atyplane), Vherse are wo many things that you can't ses from

an alvplane.



1& Internstional Ls tao .hig an airpert to walk sround in apparently; enywey they hgve
little busas which will take you frem opne side of it to the other, end I got ot one to
wake my way from the domsstic o Che overseas terminalsy T had ne trouble checking in
at Alr Few Zealand. T wee rathor efraid my hegs would bo too heswy, g8 I took out all
the thines rhar don't count in your bagpepe allowence (Camera, etc.) fncluding bocka -
ko resd on the flight; I wae afrald they might sek me if I actually could read four
baoks ‘on the way to Auvstraiiae, but they didn't. TIn Eact, I had wo trouble at all. It
Len't difficult o get out of this country.

Since T had a Little time £0 apate, I cthought I'¢ <¢all Fred Patten snd let bim koaow that
1 actually was on my way on thie maiden DUFF trip. To my surprise, he offered to pick
me up &t the alrport and entertedn me for the fev hours before my €light left. I reslly
appreciated that, since I f£ind airports vety uncomfortsble and wiresl plasas. Aetuslly,
all of Los Angeles is pratty unreal -- I'we never e.:rperiencad gnything like the frees
ways thete, Fred took me to John and Bjo Trimble's house to vieit for awhile. I met
Alizia Augtin there, and we 21l talked a bit about my trip to Austrelie. We also talked
about eatg; the Trimbles had three gorgeous trestures, one of them a "lyux point slapese*
which 18 a croes betweon o simmace otd a tiger striped cat. A beautiful animal.

The Trimbles returned e o the sirpert i time to board my plane. The brocass was Very
unreal: I ha¢ to walk through a metal detector, and have my hand luggepe searched, ac a
small reminder of reslivy, but then I walked through a sort of hall, and all of o sudden
1 wae inglde The airplane -~ it wae wery difficult to tell how I got thare -« where the
alrport had stopped and the alrplane haid bepun. The sirplene Lteelf wan not tog 44f-
ferant fromathera I hed been in, except for. the fact that the cabln attendants spoke
with an accent [1t was Alr New Zealand) and they explained how to uge llfe rafta in
case the airplanc crashed ‘into tim ana, slong with tha ueual {instructions sbout oxygen
meeke and emergency exlts, We took off after sunset, ao thet my last sight of the Uf
wag the lighte of Loa ingeleas, They stemed to g on and en forevwer, but eventually we

were out of gight of evan those.
* Rk ok

Flying on a transoceanic flight is not 1ike fiying ‘on o domesticy. especlelly ar night.
It's very hard to believe that you are fn en airplane, geoing hundreds of mlles every
hour, every minute gotting farther and farther away from home, and eloser ta a strange
nev place., bBut inside the airplanse, there Ls & Funny little world. The cebin attendants
meve arcund, trying to meke everyona comfortable, merving elagant meale arnd pasaing dut
pillows. But 1t doeen't do much good to txy and siesp =« the seats in an eirplane are,
1f anything, worsa than bus seats for elaeping. It seemmed & long time and yet no time
at all until we are landing, a stopover In Tahitf.

Many passengers leave here, and they are met at the airport with flovers and flouriches
from the Tuahitisng sven though it in the middle of the night there. Those of us vho are
contineing on get off the ylane and spend a fewr houre sitcing in & flight lounge., There
1p little to see -~ some native art decoratsa the sdirport, and the lounge is open to the
the outeide where many exctic looking plants deatorate the elrport. The alr is warm
and muggy atd smelle, well, troplcal, The orly thing I bave ever experienced to caompare
with it $5 in the Climatron at the botanicel parden in 5t. louis.

Finally the flight leaves for Hew Zealand, Breskisst is served fmmediataly, even though
it does not get Iight for tuo more bours. Even after daylight there fa little to ses,
excent occaslongl £laahes of ocean through the clouds. I realize that ecmewvhere [ have
lost 2 day. Xt Is Menday efterncon in Misscurl, bui it 1«4 now Tuesday morning in Hew
Eealapd. ’

4y we began to deocend I can at least aen gomi land below; a green and browm country,
full of hiils and meadows, with cccesfonel fleshes of waker, The airport is too far



fma tha city for me to see any of it vhen we land, This time when I leave the plstw
it iz bitterly cold; everything is covered with the previous night's frost. 1 must
change planes here, but I have little trouble, other than the faet that the departure
loungze is not heated, It ig only & short flight o Australia, and the passengers on
the new £light seem to ba mainly businessmen, flying in for a week of businese. This
flipght e not as unreal as the 18 houre I hove just epent, and I am just getting used

trs the 1des that this ia all real when we land 1n Sydnev.
W h oW k%

From the air, Sydney does not look much different from any other big clty in the world,
and it's alrport is mot too unugusl either (like all alrporca, 1t io far from the clily
it is supposed to perve). But landing there was an umisual experience for ma, sirce
it was the first time I ever had to go through custeoma. We were given forms to 11l
out, and I found I had nothing to declare {though I was rather intrigued by the ides
that I would have Lad to declare any clothing I hed ever warn on a farm 1f I had
brought any with me.) Actually, I had no trouble at ell golng through custome, ewcept
for an occaalonal curlous etace at wmr American peeeport (not that imerirans are that
rare, I think, but mainly Lhat one deesrm*t waually [ind them on morning Elights fiom
Hew Zealand.)

I knew that scmeone would be there to meet me, but T hadn't the least idea who it
would be, or how we would recognlze each other, But as I walked cot of customs, 1

saw & man wearing what obviously was & Syncon eard on his pocket, e T Fipured he mint
he the reception committee, ¥t turned out to be Ron (lsrke, who had been asked to see
that I got fram the alrport to the convention hotel. Ron told me o bit ebout Australin
snd the upcoming convenlion on the drlive, sud it kept me from potleing teo mech that
we wrore Aydving om the wrong eids oFf rthe vroad, The enly tilme I really notieod 1t wac
when we turned. L[t seemed odd that we should have to turn acreoss lanes of traffic for
a right turm. DBut:1t seemed right somehow that pecple who live on the other side of
the world from my homz should have ta drive on the apposite gide &6f The road.

e eventually arvived st the Sauirefe Inn Motel in Pondil Junction where Lhe coonventiun
was to be held che coning weekend, Aifter T had setiled into my room, 1 valled Shayne
ticCormack, who told me the plans were for me to stay with her the next night, and
thiut she wmould come and get me the nest mornlng, Ron offered to take me around Yo
King's Croas that night, so that I would get to see one of the more exciting parts of
the city. Then he lelt.

I was in Australial 1t was hard to believe; 1 decidsd the best way e comvince thyself
of that fact would be to walk around the nearby business district for a blt. I wvieited
a bank o chenge some travellers checks and stopped in & few stores. The whale street
wag very¥ o d, tull of nll sorts of little shaps, ineluding meat shops, vegetable cthops,
ag well an wore famllisr grocary storeg, There weye chemiat shops snd pharmacies.

{I rather thought 2 chemist shap must be something like & drug store, but I was told
they eren't quite. "Chemist ahopsg don!'t eell milkshskes, you get those at a milk bar,"
a fan later enplained to me.} It was all very strange. Even the peaple wera a big
stranpe. Not that they looked any different from the sorts of pecple you might see

o any atreet in a lerge Hovth Americen city., But they talked differently. Now, T bpew
I would encounter accents going to a foreign country, but I hadn't the least ldes what
an Australian accent would be like, since I have never seen an Australisn movie er
television propran tu pive me 2 clue. 4as 1t Luwrned out, and as I ahguld lieve expected,
there wae no one *Australien accent,’ But I did have frouble understending some
peaple,. I absolutely couldn't savesdrop on the cenversatlong of people walking in
front of me on the atreet, ot standing near me in shaps, bocause I couldn’t under-
stand a chamce-heard conversation., I had to really lListen to be suwe I knew what was
boing sald. That didott bother me oo mueh as the fact that the peenle 1 enlked to
must have notfced that T had a very veird accent, I tried to say as little as possible,



to the shopkeepers, because I felt 2 bit funny abeutr being a forelgner, I had no 10
rraubles of thie sort when I was talking to fans -- I had na diffieulty understanding
what they were saying to me, and T didn't fanl self-conscious about my accent; after
all, that's part of what they gnt for their MIFF money.

1 returned to the hotel that afterroon and napped for a few hours, I was rather ex-
peeting to experience the celebratcd jet log onc always hears overaeas travelers nuffer
from, but it didn't really bother me, I think thia was because my trip hed started

in the evening and ended in the morning -- the fact thet these were two daygs apert
didn't Lelher sy [lve schue 50 muck. Mainly I was Lired Lecausce Lt jo very difficult
to sleep on the plane, after that afternoon, I never again falt a distorted time
BeN8e,

} had dinner that nighr in the hotel resrsursni. It was rather fancy, and the food waoa
yuite poods. I wax amazed to [lnd out that I could get 8 complets meal for nnly o few
dallars. Even considering that would have been a bit more In American meney, it was
surpricingly cheap. I feund &ll of the resrsurants  ¥n Auatralia to cost mach less than
I would have expected # zimillar sort of Amerlean restayrant to eost. Ren ploked me up
after dinmer and we drove oul to Watson's hay to stand at a famous lookout peint (also
a fawerite gulzide jump I wae telA) T found the aveming quite cool. Aeruslly, 1t was
the niddle of winter in Australis, and was really guite warm for thal season, LuL con-
gidering what the westher had beent 1like 1in Missourl when I left, I was cold, In [act,

I was cold most of the time ! was in Australia —- YU 1 wouisd have coneldered 2 gaws
sort of westher unbelievably pild even in sutumn st home, T guegs it is just hard to
gat uged o the idea of reveraed apamrons. (I don't think I really believed it when I
Tearned about reverced seasons in grade scheel gedgraphy claas; I didn'L believe it
wuitil I actuslly experienced Lt.}

e drove down to Sydney harbor, which 1s quite pretty 2t night with the liphted ferries
rlying the waters. Ue also walked apeund rhe center of towr for swhile, visiting a
magszine stand which had American mapgazines 3 and & menths cut of date, Then we want
ta King's Crosa which {8 the entertainment district of the city, and apperently ome of
the mesi 'lilberaled! Lu Lhe coupnlry. There weiwe a wuwber of theaters, festauranta,
souvenier shops, as well as pornography shops. To tell the truth, I wasn't impressed
o Lle; Lt geemed much like the gimiler sress in almost any big Uf city. The thing that
I found most iateresting chat night was Lhe realizalion thar not only do fustralisns
drive on the opposite side of the road f{yvum Americans, they alse walk on the oppoeite
side of the sidewalk., 1ell,; I expesct I upset 8 few ot the people out walking thar
night, by persisting in walking on the wrong side of the sivenhlk. luckily, Ron was
thers to remind me that [ waas doinz momething wrong. After p while I got usad 1o the
tdea, but at firest 1T bothered me even more than viding in & car on Lhe ‘wroug' side
of the road. 1 puess that proves I am a pedestrian at heart.

The next morniay, I got up and watched a little telewvieian., T heve glways bLeen intrigued
gy Lhe Lelevislon progreams I watch in other cities {generally at conventleps), so I warn
sure it would be doubly intevesting to see what television was like ir s foreipn cowmrbey.
I feund theres were quite a lot of old American shews (even the SCAp Oreras were several
vearp behind.) There were alsn n numhar of nplfah televl zdon praprama, and mavian, as
well ay a few Australlan made shows {perhaps the nost i{nteresting of those was 'Dony,’
based on the character crested by arthur Upfield), I was eapeclally intercated in the
cemiincisls -« ote fastpaling thin: way that T wav several ads which tad exactly the
game ceript as ads 1 bhad seen in the Un, but remade s6 that the people selling the pro-
duct wonld have the appropriate accent. T aleso noticed that several of the pame shows
sermed to be very closely based on US shows, except that thelr prizes werc worth muach
less than the oruff plven away on television in the US;,



Lﬁ':er tn the wérning I%hn Alderson, wha wai sBaying with Eric Limdaay until the starl
of the senvention, caine to vigit. We had quite an Interesting genversation abeut many
sppects of Aupkrslien life, including the roads, the drivers {apperently drunken drivers
are b big problem), puns snd the pelice., It was wery interesting to heer John's views
an rhings sinee he fg 8 unigue and Interesting vereon.

gheyne MeCormack csme by o bit later and we left te see some of the moys interesting
thikgs ih Ipdhey: We dvoys dinte the city and parked near Hyds Park; which wes green
and full of flowers aten though it was winter. Or perhape becsuse it was winter, if
what T wee zoaid abeub Avetralian sumers 1s frue. We viplted the Auefraslian fiiew,
which waa full of echopl childran that morning, since Wednewdsy is apparently & trad-
iticnal day for outinge in the Austzalian schoal system, Tt wes vather edd to see all
the children wearing school uniforma, Now, I always wore & uniform when I was in graide
gchotl, bt that was becuase it was a pavechiszl school — and py brothers never udre
ota t& wehool, eo I found the osight of bunches of 1ittie boys in shorts end school ties
rather amazing.

The muzeun was Tabher llke mugebms anyswhere elee In the woerld, only slantad a bit te-
ward things Australianm. Thers was guite a lerge digsplay which attenpted to expleln
fhe diffetance bettesn placzntal and marsupial mamrals; I wes surprleed to find ot
howr many of the Augtralian marsiuplals sve classifled aa possults {one docon't uaually
think of Kodlms being closely rclated te Pogo Fossum.) Thers wene alse saveral dle-
plavé of native artifacts frem Hew Guines and other places; John aldersom said they
weva Maskly fiett stuff rather vhan thinps that had actoslly beer wuged by the people whe
mada thems There wasi olsd gquite an impressive display af fagsile and sksletons of
peahlatorie anicmle. Joha told me that the aborizinal population of Australia have
legends concerning dinesawrg and that fogslile have been found in the areas the legenda
emanated from. THe took this to be an Indication fhot dinssaurs muat have ouleted at
the time Australia was firet inhabited by wmen, but I think it really indicetes that the
aberipinale were abhis to interpret the shelarsme rhey found ae the remaine of once
ving creatures and make some pretty geod ppeculationa ¢n what rhey snst have loaked
Hke.

After the museum, we drove. across the Syduey Hazbor Bridge, and into North Syduey., I

g3t TameTous publie huildings, courthougae and tha like, and wss rather svrprized to
find them they were all rag +- they are bullt cut of semdstone the way public buildinga
in the U,8, are Mpiit out of marbhle. ¥ pyppoge ft only makes senme ©o use bhe build-
lng materials which are most readlly availabie in your couniry.

He then dravé te the Taranga Zod, which 1g on thée herbor but axactly opposite the maii
fart of Sydney; apparently the hast way ta get thepe is by ferry,. T ooy some koalag
thére, and i€ is easy to understaiid why the¥ ate nesiing extinction. They are sieh
Hlugzich eveatures that it was dlfficult to tell they were alive and not astuffed; any-
ane whe wantad to KLli one in the past could just walk wp to a tres and club rthem to
death. That is, of course, quite illepal now, John Alderson did mention that konlss
were good to est, although I doubt that he had ang firsthend knowledge of that facl;

T gugpect he said it just to irritate Shayne, since he repested the remerik about almwost
vary Enimal we zaw In tha zoo. Tho zoo includad the ugual sorts of animale one ceay
in 2o, with a3 emphpgis on notive fewgs <« there gre ou extragrdiocary number of ven-
smong snskes In Australia. There was aiso on aguarium which featured & chark posl,
The irhabitants of the ponl were Australisn  gaprpetr sharke {rer wery large sngd mainly
ha.'_l:mlegs}, end 12 feet long killer sherka, o8 well as o Captain Oook atingray, a
mogt impreseive looling ercaturd,

After the zoo, we drove back throwgh Sydney, dropping John at & traln station g he
sild returin LS Exde’s homs in the Bius Hountsins. U0 the way, Shayns and I stoppad
at & plgzerda for lunch. It waoh't too unuaual; &xeopt that the mehl fealuted ab
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whizh ineluded bacon and egga slong with the more usual inprasdiantcs,

tsustrallan' plzzs

Shayne lives in the guburbp of Sypdney, the suburbs apparently extending 30 or 40 miles
teyond the center of the city. The houses in the suburbe are very soall and close to-
gethery but they all seem to have blg yavds, and feomed much nicer in that respect than
the subdlivisionh homes meny Americang Iive in, I met Shayne's nother when we pot to their
hona; asha was Lnteresting to talk to, and remarked that she'd like to visit the "Statas,’
not to see the citles, but to see the Srend Cenyon and things like that. She told me
that people seldom see &5 woch of thelr oym country s Lourlsts do, which Lle very true.
That night I resd through a number of Sheyne'as fanzines, focluding ANZAPA mailings, and
tried £o get Shayne to tell me what acme of the fans I would be meeting that weekend
were Teally lika, I pot some idee from the fanzinem and from Shayne's deseription

what many of the faul hadti't had tmeh conrsact vith were 1lke, but of couvrsse I had wy

own impresalons of lota of the Australian fsns, impreseions which were to be teated

in the next few days.

lhe next doy [ helped Shayne get fepdy for the convention., The fiper thing =o 44 a8
to per pid petrol for Shayne's cor, which was nol as easy ag Et sounds sluca there
wap & "petrol strike’ on st The time {not a shortege, just a strike of the pecple who
dalivered it.) Thar sceomrplighad, we procesded onto the conventisn horal with a huge
load of stuff, That day reminded me of something I had learned vhile helping with

St. Loulscon, that most of the worl in puttiag cn & convention seems Lo be £n getting
things from one placa to another -« the rest of the work ig petting people to the
proper places., After wmloading ilie cer al Lhe convenilon hotel, we did pome wwre
driving around to do some shopping for the convention, and to plcek up most of the books
which wete to he auctiomed off st the ¢anventian (rhey were the remeinder of rha Pat
Terry colliection.) Rack at the hotel we mot some of the othar peeple on the convention
cuslitvee aml ygpent tha regt of the dey getiing resdy. 1 halped when I aould,

I was rather surpelood to oce that moet of 1he otoff to be owetioncd was quite ordinary
sf bookg, but gpparently they are much harder to get in Aueskralla than in the U3, end
thua more valunble. Aloo, there apparently weren't zoing teo be many huckstera at the
convention, so anyone who wilslied te buy bocks to add to thelr collection had te buy
them thxough the auwcbtion.



Iigatched a bit more televislon-that adghe, and r:od .a few more fenzines, and mainly
tried to get nyself prepared io go to the comvention the next day. It waz a blit scery
to rTealire that I way to be a guest of honor, and probably the flrst anstican Lan that
many of the canventfion attendees had ever met. I just hoped that I wouldn't maxe the
Augtraliath fans sorry they had contributed szo nuch money to bring me to their econvens

Tian.,
* % ok F Kk

1T The Gathering of Llve Fars

Friday, the 11th of Aupugt, was the {irst day of LUhe cenvention. I pot up aesrly and
went down to the corvention rooms to help set uwp. It wesn't as complicated as setrting
up for, say, a worldeor, eince 1t mainly involved putting lote of posters up in the
three conventlon rooms end getting tha reglatration desk set up. COne of the firot
people I met that morning was an American, Bruce Townly, whe wae in Augtraifis because
tils father was vismiting there on bugineas. So, ¥ was not going to be the only American
at the Syucom. I helped at the reglstration desk once people hegen srriviop. That had
besnn my job at the St. touiscon, registration directer, so T puess I am pretity esxpor-
lenced, The Spncon regioetration ween't as conplicalerd ss the Tepia:razion ag che 5t,
Louiseon, Only about 3100 people repistored and T thiok the othar peonle worlking &t the
ragiatration deck {mainly Sheyne) bnew moot of them by aights I rthink a few of the
suptrelisng were & lictle shocked to get their first view of their guest of homor
sitting at the regitstration desk. Ferhaps they thought it was s bit unhoasplable,

fo make me work., But sctually, I bad inslsted on doing 1t. There is aothing worsac
than saitting ercwmd at a convention not doing anvthing. Sitting at the repfatralion
degley, I got to keop busy end meet people sa they came fn. Tt made things & lot eagier
for ms -- it Beema wore natural o meet people as they repister than to sit scnewhere
in 8 copner waiting for tiem to come up &snd introdusze themeelveaz. It has the added ad-
vantame that ynu knog the person's name right away, slnee it ia &n the badge you hand
them when they register. Much eagler then counting on eyveryone lu remember to wvear
thefr badge all the tilmc.

tne of the first people I met was Carey Hangfield., He was one of the pecple who had
written €0 Me sfter I won the DUFF race to offer me advice about whet to see in Australia.
In fact, T had quite & c¢tvllectlan ¢t letters from Australlsn Tang which helped me whan
I waa Trying o figwe cut what my trip would he ke before I left, Tes wnd Carla
Hardiag alep ¢ome dn eerly that day. Now, they were peaple I had heard a lot about,

sa I wag weory anxious to see what they were reslly like. Carla was rather guliet, so I
didn't raally pet much of s firat Impressler of her, but lee was extrenely friendiy.

I was rather anxious about this first mectirg since he hed nominated me for DUFF at
Leigh Fdmond! o request, without really koowing much sbeut me., I don't koow how most
winmere of fan funda fesl, but I f2i¥ that I owed a little something ta the people wha
nonfputed me um well Az all the votere). T felt they &t least expected that 1 wouldn't
make & complete fool of mysalf. S0 1 wuss hoplng T would msmka » pnad tmpresglon on the
fata wha I fer ot The convention,

Angsther of the fans L met that morning was the chairman of the conventlon, Beb fmith,

Be geemed to Le 2 very good chalrman; he didn't do 2 whele lot of work, but he was wvery
poud at Lalking Lo people and making gure things were oxparized. 1 know from amperdence
that the chalrman of a ronvention should he kept from deing most of rthe clerical wud
guch work or else they won't have enough time snd eperwy bo csrry out thely ezsentlal
work, which e organizing thingg amd 'fronting' the convention, [ob Smith was yulte
good st wpeakluy [o reporters, introductng or speaking on panels, and doing other im-
purbenl Chings.

I met lots of other (uns that day, rezlly too mony to keep trdack oaf, smong them were
Johtt and Elizabeth Foyster, John Rangsund, sod Brice Gillespis. Thase wvers seme of the



fans I war mcat familisr with—hsfore "t cveame -to _Austrzlic. ond so I was enxlous tc}'{fneat
tiem to per Af they were gnything like my idea of them. Of course, they were both ifke
and unlikae what F expected. Frobably the most exclting momeunt of the day was meating
Leigh Edmondes I had been corraspending with Lasgh for 3 or 4 ysaru, »o mesting him
wag smpaclally loteresting. HeetCing someors for the ficet time sfter you'wa gattsn

tn lnaw thmm pretiy well L]:g_rough Ietters ard fanzinea 1s &2 pretty commoh ogcurencs in
fandom, but thia was w bEt difFerent. 1 hed nevdr considered tha popelbility of ment-
tng Leigh mtil he wrole and told me absur rhe DUFF racc. 1 fownd Leial looked pretry
mych 1ika I arpeciwd Lim to. e was a gredat deal more ouigoing than he pictuwred him-
self in letters and fanzines, though. Put I didn'e really get to see much of him that
flrst aFtamoon mince he had juet arrived after driving all night from Malbewrne. He
did :have encugh enerpy to get tremendeusly excitec about the fact thet I had breught bis
copy of the latest AFPA-45 mailing with we in ny luggage, instead of malling 1it, be-
cauge he got it st least 2 month svoner than tnorasl thet way,

There were a faw locel reporters st the convention that day. One of then Interviewaed
ma, quite extenslvely in Egct. This reporter geemed fairly intelligent, and dida't
ask the sorte of stupld questions I had come to axpect from reporteram covering sf con-
ventlone.{* D0 you helieve in flying eaucers?'] He seemed to think the cenvention amd
my presence thare were prelly newsworthy, enowpgh so that a photegrapher came over latar
o take plcturses of me. Thot was seaething that had never happensd fo me at a cof-
vention hefore.

Beaides the many fans I met in person that day, 1 also got a call from John Ryan frem
Btisbane to welcome me ito Avstralla, sicce he couldn't make it to the corvention. To
tell the truth, I wag really surprised snd flavtered. Wy should anyome be that
anxious to talk to me? Im fact, just about everyone [ pet wasz unbellevablr nice, esp-
eciatiy oo congidering meny of them had never even heard of me before the DUFF race.
I'm not sure LL it was just a natural hospltality for a foreipm vigitor, or curlousity
on their part ar perhaps they genuinely liked me., I suppose the redl Teason was a com-
bination of the three. Most of the fene I knaw ars hoapiiable Lo a point that would
stet add to mundans peeple, but it ir espacially nice to be ireabted wo woll by pecple
wie don*t sven really knew you.

The »fficial opentrns nf the cocvention beagan ripht on cime. It was followed by &
businesn meating at whlfh the site of the next Australian nationel convention was
elhogen,. Thers were soveral bids for the convention, the most aericua of which were
ahez From Adelaids and Canberre. The Canberra D10 ptirved up & lob ol Quntroversy,
sincs thelr main idea waa tc have a sort of & professional conference, with a convenuim
£2e of 5100 io cover all coetg, T¢ was an intereating idea, but noi e sort of thing
one wantcs v Lo try out with thelr nutgonal conventlon. anyway, Adalalde won the
h.d, partly on Lthe basle of the good will gensrated by the locel con they had held

the previcus yesr,

aiter the neeting, I went with oeverzl other people te John Bangasund’s resom whero wa
drany wine mmi ralked aboot farsinca. Thisa was aupponrcd to get avervone in thg pight
fraume of olnd for the parel on fanzines which Tahn weas to lead latar thet daya. Moat of
the convention programming wae amall pansies of that type, with 1 panels usugl1y going
on at the pawe time, e that meny different topice couid be covered. John Bargesundis
fanzine paal Turned aut to be vary Interestinp. He conducted LU waloly along the lines
of asking various poaople why they publish fansitws., He eeld he doas Yecaues he is lone
1y, but trn not.gure he was entirely mericus. When he asked me why I published fanzines
(he asked every fanzine publisher in the awdlenca) I decided to forero tha obvicus
anawer (for egobon) sinca Limt lw Lhe Lusic reason evervone does it. Insteed I eaid
that I hod alweyo oppreachod fandem ag gort of a family projost, oomothima [ did with
my brother, or my mothey or my hughand, That is guite tyee, bur ¥ think aome of the
people attending the panel were a little surprised ot my snswer.



Thiu% evening T had dinper in the hetel with o group of fens, Intludiog Tae Hapding and
Paul Stevena. I enjoved it because 1t gave me a chance Lo sit down and talx to s few
people amd get to know them a little better, Later that evening was the masquerade.

T was amasmd that wall over half of the people came lr costume, Meny of ths costmoes
ghowert s lot of sffort and thought hed bmen put into them, I gathered that sowe of
them were perticularly amusing to people who knew the persons wearing the costume,
Paul Steves came as a varpire {of courge) and Shayne MeCormack complemented hin cose
tume by cominp 4x a famle vampire. Lee Harding came ep a character from one of his
own storfes, and there were meny other interesting costumes. There was no formal 'ehow!
of the costumas. PFeople just wore Tham tkronghour Llhie evening, the way you would at
A cogtume party. That!s basically what the meeguerade wag -~ & Sastume periy. I wag
asked to help judpge the eostumes, That involved waliing arourd the room and deciding
who T thought had the besk costume, along with the other judpes. ¢ prizes were given,
and the vinners seemed to be pretty pleaped. BuL T think most people wore the coatumes
mainly for tha fum of it.

I telked tc &2 lotr of people during the mmsquerade, It was roally gquits 5 party. The
convention comnittre had tlha lotel provide s Tor of refreaimenta (fcod, soda and wine)
and John sldersen was circulating hls home made wine as well (1T wae Teally quite good.)
Somc of the people I remamber talking to ware Paul Andersen, David Grigg and Bobin
Jolwrsotia I think thle was when [ got an opporturity to thank KHobin for all the help

he had given me in getting to Australia. T also enjoved talking to David. T Lac¢ spent
much ot that day listening to wvariou= pedple's secenta, and David hes u very witzae
crdinary one. Actually, 1t was 50 remarkable because Lo my ears it sounded as if ha had
very little aceent. lia told me thet many pecple think he fs an Amcricen when they fiyet
hear him speak, but he was actually Boought up in England, and has lived i{n Australis
anly ginze he wag Id4 or se.

I got a chance that evening to begin sorting cut the pecple e the comvention., I not-
teed that there was » large group of Star Trel: fane thera, One of thewm awked me which
US Ster Trek fang I knest. I had a difficult time answering that since I had ta think
whieh of the fEng I knew had been Lnvolved with Star Trek one way or another. T don't
kaow any of the people whe are only 5T fane. I noticed & number of tha pevple at the
convention were what might be termed fringe fang, or nenfane, ete. I guase that tha
convention was actually attended hy just the miz of seople you might expect to Find
ak larger Amerilcan conventisne, only L1t was much axmaller then the U8 cang. gnyway, I
ned a lor ef lmpressivns o wert out when I went to bed that night.

Saturday moraing I got up and had breakfast in the hotel dining room. In moat hotels
in suatraliae, or at lesst in thedmirers Inc, hreakfast is included with the price of
the Toom. ANd it wasn't any continental type meal, but g more American type of break-
fast with frult, cereal, tosst, egps and bscon. I'm acl one tor eating bregkfast, s
I never had mora than some fruit and cedal, but lots of the fans took advantage of the

hotel by eating lar smoynts of food for Dreshfeawt. Of course, you had to get up in
time to zat it, so ir's prpbably fust as well there 15 an gimller castom at convention

hotels 1a Ameriea. anyway, I ate that morning with ceveral ocher early risers, in-
eluding Bruee Gllleepie and John Aldereon.

In the convention rooms, Merv Binns was busy settinz up & table of his wares from the
Space age Bookshop, He preacnted me with a Bert chendler sce Double. Captain Chandles
wag there at the time, and he very kindly avtographed the book for me -- both sides.

I had known in the back of my mind that he ig a ses capfain, but [ didn't really think
about it until T met him- I had ssveral cpportunities to talk to him absut the =es
during my stey in Ausfralia. Being from The midwestern United States, thh sétan Sa tot
part of my life the way it in for most pecple in Australls or on the enasts of Horth
America. 1 found Captain Chandler"s conversations Fascinating.



Thuat afterncor geveral of oy Austinlicn friends .trested-me to fish n'-chipe fm—--t&ﬁ%h.
FHow, I must adnit that they werrned ne abeut thew, but I wanted to try them amyway. I'n
nok sure how suthentic the masl T had wes, but it wos cvery bit ss greasy 8 I had been
lid Lo expect. It certainly wvaem't somethfng 1'd want to est very often, buk T deubt
that it was ary worse then ¢ hamburser and french fries,

After lumch, 1 perfopied cnid of my offletisal functions at the convention, which vas to
conduct a panel oo the "Senee of Wonder." I'm ot sure why the convention Hhﬁu’ltm
decfded that T was the appropfiate person to conduct such n panel == perbaps becauoe
my beping at the comvention wae & recl demonstration of fandom's sense of wsader,
Shayne raslly helped me conduct the penel, sirce it turned into sort of & dialogue with
the audience and she was better atle then I to get the fans te speak up, I made a few
comment g about the sense of wonder, but the mogt Interesting remarks came from Capt.
Chendler, 3ruca 5illegpia and John Bappzgund, ¥ don't think ve setually congluded any=-
thing. I was trying to get some eort of definition out of the participanta in the
digcuseion, but I nover did quita get ore. 1 think wa werwe talking at times about
sensss of enthusiesm, amazement, and intellectusl excitement (certainly all part of a
sense of wonder, but not quite what 1t1g all shout.) Some of the fans mentioned asDects
of farrom that require 4 sense of wonder. Several people commented {fawvorably, I think)
thet & fanziom like Richard E. Gele was something that reslly eveked their sonse of
vonder. Well, I euppose 1t does, but ¥ 'm not sure that's guite what I would cmll =
Famfheli waese ol wowder o

Later that afterncon L jolned a group of people who were carrying the auction material
dewnn o the convention floor -- It remirded me no much of the carting arownd that I
“hed te do at the 5t. Louiscen. After el]l the careyimg, I sat down te watch the svetion.
Lee Harding was muwctioneer, and he compared quite faworably with the other suctioneers
I have a=en at conventiona. !1Owever, he had sc much meterial to auction that it gos

a blt boring towarde the wig)l, I thilvk he oust bave auciloned off{ Lhukdreds of paperbacks
wizthout even getting through half the avction list during the twa houre the auction
Llaateds I took the copurtunity to read mome of the fangines that people had kept
handing me sine the starr of the coovention and to talk a Lit with REobin Johuaom,

Thers were wre panels after the avctior. 1 went to the ome on 'science in science
fictien® led by Je¥ff Harrile. It wee sctually a continuation of a discusasion that had
bepun at & previous convenlion (Adelzide, I think). It scon became sort of a random
discusston on varicus thinge guch ag, had computers been predicted in i storieg, and
what can scisnce fiction predict abaut the effoct of computers an our future. This

wag followed by the famous Paul Stevans shew, the part of the program T had been look-
ing forward bo thae moat, It was 1neredibla, uhlike anything L'd ever =seen at a con-
vention hefore -« yet it is a feature of almoet every Auetralian convention, It bapgan
vith Leigh Edmonds as a 1little old lady.' Pa:l Steveng did 2 monologus, lee Rerding
and yalma Brown d1d a skit abeut the Spsce Age Bockshen, John Foyeter made a speech
denouneing John Bangsund and the 'cuvlt of the individual' (hg wee dra ged off the stage
by storm troepers), John Bangsund hicself then mede &n appestance ang read soie [n-
credllble but acutally printed poetry with the assistance of Vilme Brown. The grand
finale of the show wae Yoo Bet Your idfe,” a quiz show where the contestants actually
di¢ bet thelr lives. 2oul Stevens wao the MC, Shayre MeCormack wes his aeslgtent,
Delly, Carey Handfleld and Malcolm Hunt were the goone who drageed unlucky contestants
awsy to thelr doom., BELll Wright, David Grigg, Robin Jolmeon snd John Bengsund wers the
conteatants wha were varfeosly shot and eaten by lione when they couldn't aneswer their
quesliona. The whole thing was incredibly funny. The Paul Stevens ahow slone is verth
8 trip to Australia.

Thias was followed hy the premiere showing of the “Australfa ic '75" movle. By now, moek
fans have probably had a chasce to sae this movie. It was Ineredible on firast ahx.:w—
ving. 1 guegs I was we lupressed because it was just the sort of thing that lots of fans,



ﬁ -
ir;"dluding; Colunbia fandem, have gat around-and talied absuf-deing. -« a3 faanish -mvié,
The star of the nevie was Paul Steyens, ae Antifan, Sut all of the fane wha were ia
the movie ware really pood.

The wovie daded lust at the tice the banguat wae efficislly suppneed ta begin. Everyona
rushed off o thair vooms and got changed Ln record time. X heard a few pecple sungast-
ing that s¢ fugt go to the banguet without changlnz, bur T think mosak peopls talbt they
hadn't browght thelr good clothes along for nothing, Anyway, the banguet ‘didn't start
on time. Actually, the whole hanguet wag rathar a meaan. Tha hotel apparently declded
mat te sef up 2 sepetate banguet ¥oon, and held the thing in the hotel restaurant,
which was alresdy cxowded wiih Haturday night busineszs. The r&om waa very nolsy and
the parvice was glow, but ii waen't worse than many sengquete I had been ro.

Actually, I had & niee time, since I got te sit wext to John Bangesund and enjoy hils
convereation., The food was nice, and it wasn't ¢old, I pot to drink some Auatralian
wine with sy dinter. In fact, I think I migt have esampled 3 or 4 ditferent kinda of
wine that nighi, since overyone ot the table who bought a bottle offered me s glass.
Deing somawhat intereated in wine, I didn’t want to pams up 8 chancsa to tasts somebhing
ren. After the food, the banquet was sdjourned to the convention room far the speeches.
Jolin Bungsund was the tuastwaster, and he gaye out the PLitmaps (Australiun Hugow, es it
werels I was acked to accept the award for lLarry Hiven, who won for Riagworld. T
didn*t kreow whet to sey, 5o I remarkerd thal I:eould: gse Lhea opportunlty L‘E presenting
the awerd to him te plug the Awstrallan bid. dctually, one of the Auvstrellan fans who
was present at the LAcon gave him the awerd, which was more eppropriate, The other
Ditmare wert to Lee Harding, for best australian fiction, and to Beuce GI llesple for
best fenzire. Thie was the first time Bruce had won a Ditmer for 5F Commentary, and
he wap apparently quite touwcheds

Y had been trying to write some sort of speach for daye, and I was Incredibly neryous
abeut the vhele thing. I think I enly talsed for abouk 3 minutes, and I havae only vague
memorles of whet T satd. I believe I mainly commented on how nice 1t wes to have friende,
lika the ornas I have msde tlwauwgh fandem, T guecso the audience wagn't oo dipappointod,
Eucause I rargpber bley leughed [n a fouw placee ond appleuwded at the and, But ic'm
gomething I don't wart te do apain very soon. Aftwer the speeeh Paul Stevens prewented
re with an Ausrrelta in 775 necklace, Tt 15 a unigue plaze of jeralry, made from

the dazipn for the A 1n 73 symbel, end T was very surprieed and pleased to get it. In
fact, I were 1t for the rest of my atay Iin Avatralia. After the official program, I
had m¥ picture teken with lLee and Bruce as sort of a repressntative of the other DPitmar
wimer. T alsrs gat to meet NDamien Braderick. Wa kalked & bi* about the woment s 14b-
eration movement, Dsmian ssamad intereoted Ln taliedng to me sbout 1t betause he agrees
with ceny of the alms of the movement, and wanted bto talk with someone frow s country
where thers actuslly was something of a4 movaement, I was an interssting comversation,

Ther e we¥e gaverz]l room parries thet risht, omaChing Chat isn'f conmde &t Auetralion
conventions, becauss many attendees usdzlly g0 hema at night. Despite thelr Luoxporience
with room parties, the Adeleide people (Zmul Andareon, slan Sandercook, et. al.) fewve

a rather nice party. 1 spemt most of oy time Liatenlng to corwersations about Australis:
fandom, tut I left wher Lgigh Ldnoends and John sldaroon pob into an arguement about
combines (the kird farmers use =~ nor that it wasn't interesting, I was just getting

tired.)

it breakfagt Suncday morning, Y was invited to go on an oxpedition with some sther non-
Sydneysiders tc see the ¢ity., I spant sevaral hours viding sround the clty with Alan
Sauwleccock, Faul Aundersum, Devid Grlgg end Bruce Giliepple, e drove through Peddingesn,
a perkt of the city which 15 full of “entastic oid houszes whith are ornately decodrab

with lote of iron works 1 wan told that most of Lt had come aver on shipa am hallast.

We then drove out to Manley, whore I stood on an ocesn baach for the first tlme in my



11fe. Mot that I hedn't Aeen the ogaan befere, while attending Amorican convent'f'gnn
ou the coasts or while flying over it. It'sm just that T had nevar had any reawon Lo .
g0 to &n ocean beach before in ny life. I'm afrald that fact rather dumbfeunded the
fans I wag with, who were &ll from cities which barder - tha onean (pz are slopst 2l
Augtrsiiana). The bogel snd the ogean were beautiful, eapecfally sifice the day bad
turned very warm and gunny. Some of the local people thought it was warm enough to go
purfing, but I didn't think it wss thel warm. ’

Tha Sunday paper, the Sun Herald, lacluded an article sbout nme, the result of the
interview on Friday. It was actuslly much more intellipgent than the arcielse gbout
the convention which had sppeared in the previcus dey's Australian, but it wae & very
short articls conaldeying bow long I had epert talbkivu o the reporter. Tt wag an odd
experfende to weo oy pleture in an Austrealisn newspapey.

The program gk the convention that merning had o éo with comide and animetion, and
featured an appearsnce by an Austrslian comic artiet. I missed the program, but later
I telced guite a bit to Paul Power, & budding ertilst, We mainly talked about comice
fandom Ln Australia and North Americe, and the comic and animetfon industries. TPeul
teld me that there hatl been some animation in Austrsalia at one tlme, but 1t had heen
killed aff by sAnerlean foports. American culture seems to have s.agbthering effect
in a lot of places, wnfortunately,

After lunch (an Australian hamburger -- I had wine with cheege, but I couid have had
4 glice of pineappls &n AT inetesd), the auction continued. Llee Harding apeeded the
e eedings up by bhrowing oot a 1ot of the more worthless stuff. I bBewughit ¢ couple of
books ~- ane by Wilsen Tucker, and The Pacifis Book of SF edited by John Baxter.

Lec Harding antegraphad hig etory in that book Iur me. Actually, T raver gat to pay
for the booka, sinees some generous fan added my purchesa to his 31il. I hadn't cven
talked to the man befera that, but he thought it would be & nice thing te do for a
visltor,

The convention attendees began to drift off to verlous corters of the continent that
afterncon., Many of the people left for home, while a Tew who were staping had ancther
perty. I dide't go vo i, though. InsLeed, I went with John Bangeund and Leigh Hyde
to have tea wirh Bnb and lynn Smith. We sctually got there before Bob did as he had
bear sy anditig the convention., He said thaet he didn't thirk be wanted to be & con-
venticn chalrman ever agein, which I zupposs is pretty typlcal. The dinner was very
nive, I'n wol pure what : ata, but it was rather fancy, and I think prettyAugtralian.?
I do remember the dessert featured some fruilt I hed never tasted beforc. We must have
talked for 0 houre after dianer, Meetly [ listened to Lyon, Bob, Leilgh and Joho talk
about puhlic serviee in suvatralis, Apperently, half »f the people in the country
work for the govesmment, and it L& much Eike American civil sexrvice. Bob nlso gave
me g wf hie fanmines to add to my ateadily prowing collection of Austrelisn fan-
zines. It was really a lovely evening, and guite a nlce way to end a ennvention,
It wap difficult to believe that Ihree dayg hefere I hadn't even twet any of these peopla.
ok oW oW ok

TIT Ausgtrallao Tuterlude

Hunday morning I startad on my icurtesvts ielbovrac. Devid Srigg had offersd me a ride
in hig (tiny) cer, so I travelled with David, Leigh Odmonds and Valma Brown, It gas
qulie a tedp. Tt taok wo five hours to complete the [irwL lag of the jaurney, thea

drive to Canberra. It wee very difficuit te get out of Sydney, in the Fizst placs,

When we haed [fually found our way on o the main highvey which connects Sydney and
Helbourne, I was smemad &< it wae Just 2 two lane road, very winding and bumpy. In

Cact, #»e once got off the main roed and drove several miles hefare wa vealized oo A4

wss only when tha rosd torned to dirt that Lavid thought he might have made r wromg turn,



Th&stoad convinced me that Australieng don't do ag much interelty driving ag amerlcans.
However, the srenery alenp the rthad wes beautiful and impressive. The land wag very
syaen [ainee 1t waz winter} and there were shecp grezing on every hill (Chey have to
be fed in the summar). Thare wers lote of tresa, iscluding wattle, the tree covered
with yellow filowers == Lhe natlanal [lower of Australia, I kept an eve out for the
wildlife, but I eaw only birds =- magples and flocks of parrota. 1 suppoge T must
iave asked lots of guestlons about the scenery as we wefft — I didn't aven know what

a mapple wae the firet time I zaw one.

He met Joha Bangsund juét inside the city limltes of €anberra, and he tock us on a chort
ronducted tour of the city., We stopped at Parliment house for 8 quick Llosk bur-it tw
ok yery impressive on a elcaer losk. 1 didn’t mention my impressiocn, but I wasz
loformed thet {t was only a temporary bullding and was to be replaced by something

more lopresgive in the distant future. The buiiding lasks quits nice from a dlstance.
e went irto the building for a few minutes, and inspected the portraits of prime
minilsters and such in the 'hall of kings'.

‘la then went te Leigh ard Helon Hydets house for tea, I heard a Hit more about
fustralia and Canberra. lie alae talked a bit about Anerica. Soemeone cama up with z
nap pf the United 3tates, and locoked uwp Madisen, Uisconein om it. T think everyome
waz amazed at how far north the city 1s. &nd even ! wap surpriscd at .how far Hadisen
i from Australia. It made me realize what & long way T was from heme (nst that [ had
really moved to Madiscn yet.) :

I spent the night at Jokn Bengmaund's houge, sg did geveral af the other £fans whe were
in transit fram Sydmey to Helbourne. 1 lecked at Johnr's books For awhile. (I belleve
I wetwally resd a bit of Thomas Love Fezsock,) Jahn, being & gentleman, let me sleep
in his bed that night, while he and the yast of the overnlght guests, zhappd the
sofs and fleor. T was gled to have che bed since it was eguipped with sn wlactrle
blanket, and it gete cold in Carberra In the winter, as the city is in what posses for
mountalng in Australiz.

Tumsday morning llelent [Iyde brdught the carful of pesple wao had spent the night ak hew
nouse over gulte early, in an attewpt to see thet John Bangsund got to work on time
after paying pocd-by to everyome, but I'm pure that ha must have besn & bit late that
morning. After Johr left for work, Helen took the 6 fans who had gpent the night in
Canberra on a tour of the city. 1'm not sure if the tour was mainly for oy benefit,
st 1f perhaps scme of the other people had never heen In the city »efore. Anyway,
delen pave us guite 2 tour, Ve drove to the tep of Red Will to per a3 pood coverview
»f the clty, and then throupgh some of the wezlthier nelshborhoods on the way o the
part of town where all the foreign embasries are located. HWelen made {E & special
point to drive past the American Embassy, which lepked something like a little Fort-
regs, built completely cut of bricks imported from the US. We alse drove sround in
the central part ¢f town, where Parliment and the other government buildinge ara
located. I had been there the day before, but HBelen pelnted out a few things I hadn't
noticed the previous day. £She showmed us the svetralian-american war memorisl wifsh is
a very tall pillar with &n sagle perched on the top, Helen pointad out howr mues the
perching eagle recenbles a RBabbit's head i profile, which explains the monument's
niclkname of '"Dugs Duncy.' The British had also donated something to osretty us Gonherra
2 Carrillion which iy met Iu o sort of artificial lake infront of Zarliment. Ths
lake alsn econtaing a fountain which ¢En zhoot Water up to &) ££, ino Che cir and costs
over 2000 hour to ruml suppose the remson the fountain hadn't bean o9 when we drove
by the previnus day wee 2ogt, and the fa¢t thot the rosd fedr the like gets awfully
wet when it ie going full blaet. '

after that wery short but comprchensive tour of the city, Devid, Lefgh, Valme and I
msumed. oup journey to Melbourne is Dawid's car, at Escort. MHew, I don't want to cast



=0
sspersiones on Australian-made cars, but David's wvehicle was 1ot made to be rid:‘.crr)in
for boura st 8 fime, ar lesgt mnt fnyx penple aitting in the hack asat. Sloee 1 couldntt
drive, I had no sxcuse to sit In the front seat, and I spent an awfully creppad 10
hours or oo in the bdack neats But I did oec o few Interesting thimgeon the txip to
¥elbourng. We stopsed at one of the more interesting landmarks, the status =f the
Dog an the Tuckerbox {from the gong of the same hame.) He 2lge drove threugh Glen Rowan,
where Hed Bally was captured rather spectacularly. Leigh Informed me that the town is
really rather ashamed of Lta one claim to fame; so there ore really ne Kelly arscclated
tourist attractions there. That seemed rather silly te me, but then I am from Jeeee
James country, and we aren't ashamed of maling money by exploiting our fomoue outlaws
there.

One lotereating experience wzs passing from Nes South [Hales inte Victoris. There was
8 bordar Eh&kpﬂliftt, Az TUEYE 15 1A several oFf the wWeasrern Unirvred Statep, tr maka aure
no fruit from {5V, which might be infested with frultfles, gets in to spcll WMctarila
fruit crops, Fortunataly, we had stopped for lunch a short time hefore end Valima had
eatwon Lhe vranpges she and Leiglh had broughtl from Viclorbla, as pert of thelr provicions
for the conventian. I think it would have been a bit difflcult to explair tc the border
guard that the coranzes were actually Victorian, and not from HSW. I elsc noted an
inmenge Lfmprovement in the hiplway wuys we sntered Ficlordis. I'm oot wure why the
Vietorian govermment spetids more wmoney on their Wplwrays than does New Scuth MWalee,
Bbut 1 Must adoit that it made a pleasant change.

* koA ok K

Ye srrived in Melbouwrns after dark that avening, and went to Leigh and VYalma's £lat,
wkere I was to spend a few daya. Tt was =e nira to be able to get out of the car,
wallk around the flaz and talke a bath. Real luxury. But I noticed that nlght that
Melbourne waw mueh coolesr Lhan Sydney -- I was really glad to have the exrtry blunkets
or. m¥ bed. 1 supposc I should hove known ilelbourne would be cooler, but 1t's difficult
te thkink of the Scuth par: of the continent helng the codksst. I suppase that was my
hemigharic chauviniam showing,

IV Space Age 3id dMolbourne

I awrke Uefneeday morning to Find myself in Lgigh and Ve lwa's spere bedroom, still in
Melbuurne. IL wan rrally exeiting to be in the center of Australisn fandom. I couldn't
welt to see zomething of the city that dey. Leigh wos just leaving for werk when I

el wp, bul Velna wag 2ble to ertay for awhila. She introduced e Tt her cats, Black
Eilly and Spot.

The only way to open 2 stay in Melsourne 1a with 5 visit to the Space age Bookshop, =0
Valme gave me detaliled instructiona on how to ride the tram into downtown Melbourne
and finc the store. I walked up to the peint shere I was to cateh the trem and pot up.
Metw, I supposs hot averyone knows what s tram is -= I certaimly didn't really Loow be=
fore T rode cre the first tinme. A tram ls an electric strestear. In Melbowrne, troms
provide moch ¢f the public transportation, and they are really wory comvenient and
cheap. Howewver, the oddest thinmg sbout them iz that they sre open al the sides, so it
geta rather windy and nelsy vheh you are ridion on one. But I did enjoy my ride dewn-
tam. T aertuslly gof to see 3 few of the local landmarke, such as the Cultuwnl Center
vhere part of the A 1o '75 movie had been shot.

AfTter getting off at the correct tram stop, I walked about a bhlock and came te the Space
Age. IT'z not really ¢ wvory big store, but Lt wo- crewded with =511 sorts of Interssting
stull -- peierce fictien bools, beals about wevles, comics, coeult, sox books, aos well
ag posters and other thinge. Zince I knew the poople who run ond work ot Spoce Asme
{Merv Lirnc, Lee Harding znd Paul Stevens) I wes oble to po ints the back reooms of the



ﬂh%ib b8 walls Thoey -wers cren mora infercating,-boing-créwded sdth stock which had- not
vet reachad tha front of the store. I didn't have much time to look around, though,
cinece Prul ftevena had artanged for me ta be interviewsad that merning, and we hzd to
leave for the nawapsper offica. The Yapovter whe 41d the Inteyviaw wos apparantly
gqulte frisndly to af fans, and nccasionally gave publicity to Space Age, fandom, and
the f2ntesy film group which Paul runs. Since the man | -leady knew scmething about
fandom, the interview really didn't take very leng, and the guesticre he asked were
intelligent, (I believe when the interview fically sppeared, it had turned into
somerhing of & plug for Australis in '75, which was nice,)

I had been invited ouf to lunch that day, so Paul eacorted me fto an Jtelfsn restaurant
where we met Bruce Gillesple and David Grigg. The rastaurant wes lo Calton, &an eld
part of the clty vhere David and Bruce worked. Bruce taok part of that afterncon off
to show me around Carlton and take me back dountown, e stopped st severai bhookstores
uil the wuay, whleh gave me my Elret chance €o get 3 look st Malbourne atops. The '
centrsl city 13 honeycombed with tiny little malls, full of tiny, tiny little storee
which sell all sorts of things. I was really intrigued by the stores sné looked |
forward to dolng some more poking arcund in them,

Bruce also taok the TH Lhe walh fost office., He went There Lo pick uwp hie mail, but T
wanted to gee it because I had a walrd daslrs to personally wvisit all the places where
the 4 in '?5 wovie had been shot [so that T could intaerrupt the movie wiensver snyons
1 knew wae trying to wateh it at LAron end may, "I've been therall 3 After that, I went
back to Space Lge and spent the rest of the afterncon relking to Paul znd Marv. e
ta]lked about the book business [like most every other £an, I heve a secret desize to
Tun a hookatore one day), and I helped Faul unpack eome of the books that had azrived
that dav. I alsc gorb to cee tha fafneg Melbourne sef eiub room, which is loceted above
the Space Age. :

1 had dinner that evening at De Graves tavern, where Melbmrene fens traditionally meat
on Wednesday. There was an unusually large crowd that night, partly due to the fagt




that | was there, and partly because_thfe wae the-first chance for the fanswho .'h%i%ﬂ' L
gone to the Synoon to hear stout the conventlion, The meal must have lasted for several
hours, since there was lata of conversztion going on, &z well 2g wine bHedng pasaed
around. The people who were sLill wane 2fter the dinner went over to a plece called
the Banceke Parlny (which 48 jurt vhat it sounda 1ike} and talked for quite s bit
longer. I remember tslking ebout the next DUFF race, since most of the fanw therc
seemed to have decided that it was a pretty good idea, I tried to get the paople there
te Lell we what Ideas they had for the futwe of DUFF and whéd they would liks to gee
ag DUFF cundldates, but I don't think I got any mericus answera. Prom the Pamtakes
Farlor, we trooped back to the olubroom zbove Space Age, for what wais, T Ballava, the
nfficlial megting, which was the showing of a lot of alides, To tell the twxwth, 1
really don't pemember what they were of, since by that time [ waz haif sslawdp. Robin
Joangan kigdly came to my rescus and escorted me back Lo Lefigh and Yalma's fiat, where
I immagdiantely weng o bed,

The next morning, Elizzbelh Foyster viched ae up, as she had volunteerad to show me
around a bit thet day. Our first stop was to drop Jdlisn Hiranda off zt the private
school which she attends. EMN zsbeth teaches in the public scheols, but she told me
most of the schao) teachers she krows send thelr children te privateo echwole.
Aprazetitly the privste schools zre better, and Lt $8 still very sacltally advantageous
to have gone to the right school. Elizabeth told me practically ail the Australian
peliticlions hsd gone Lo the same one or two schools. After thet we drove around the
city 1 bit. I got 2 good lock st the Bay, vhich looks every bit as beautlful and zalm
as the one in Sydney, but aprerently is not guite ss commercially useful since there
are treachercus shoals at the opening. We alao drove around near the Yarva river. 1
had been told by some Sydhneyasiders that the Yarra is the only river in the world that
flows upside dowm ~- with the mud on top. Actually, it didn't lock muech different
from the Mieslssippi, except that it was smaller.

At the top of the street vhere the Foysters llve are the Roval Bortanical Gardens,
Elizabeih and I walled arcunc thers a bit. I had never seen anything like it before,
though I'm =we thare must be botenlcal gardens in many North american eltles I hawe
visited. The whele thing wae quite lmpressive, Tt's & l#rge, and rather old park
which featwres plants from 211 over ihe wor:id, growlng io wore or less nadoml group-
Ings. Asparently the weather ic Melbourne is mild encugh year round to allow a varcielby
of plants to gow there, meking the botaniecal gérdens ,posaible,

I sluc accompanied Eligabeth to some of the ioceal shops. I was ageln impressed with the
fact thab Awstrolioms sctr to do moot of theixr food shopping at small food shope in-
cluding butchara, bakers ond frult and wvegetable shops -~ and what an smazing assort-
ment of produce you ¢an find st some of thnge,

John Foyster ceme home early thet afterncon to show me arounnd the city o bit, I had
beon forewurned about dohr's alllliy to wall grest distaocas and expect people Lo keep
up with him. Luckily for me, be didn't wall too fost that day, and T was oable te keop
up with ‘dm sinece wolking is sbout the only exercige I zet regularly sz s studsht. We
walked all sver town that aftertocn. Tl walked first thraugh the batanfical gerdens,
and T diseovered that thare was more park end public londa on the other side of it. -
Victoria'e first govertmant houde {home of the English governor) wae here. It wasn't
really much Aifferent fram sy ol the other histipie old hnuress thal local Tislsriscal
societies uwaintaln, but It wss interesting. [l walked to the Culturzi Centre, which
currently consists of a large art museun -~ other bulldings ore planned for the future,
Perhops the most imprecsive thicg ebout tha bullding is ths front, 2 huge gliss wall
with water flowing dowm it cotntlnuously -- 1t's really feeclnating bo watch. The
mureun itself 1z large, but rot yet entirely fulli.: I only got to teke a rather oulck
laok around, I was disappeirted thet there wasn't mere oriental ark, wince 1t seemed



23 :
there mlght posslbly be large collections of 1t 1n & country so close ko the- asurce.
However, I did find the exhibits of Australian art interesting, mainly hecsuse I'd
never aeen any before.

After that John and I walked towerds the center of Melhourne, We atopped kn an antigue
gtore (which arrually lnokad mere ilke my ider of a wmussum than the ons I had just
laft.) He mlse vipited a lot af book stores. Dowiitown Melbourne seems to be £ull of
new and vsed book stores, at leagt one on every block. T found that rather aurprising
conpidering that mésat of the books weran't gold very cheaply. Perhape the presence of
several universgitieo In the clty increases the demand for books. UWe vigitad the
Victoria museutt, This fneludee a libravy, planararium, mussum of applied aclence end
natural higtory museun, 8l]l more or lees in the game huilding., It waa near ¢lpaing
time when John and I got there, so we Just locked st the ethnozraphic exhibits in the
natural hiptory wmeeum. There were numerous displays covering the cultures of the
Australian aborigines aend the aboriginal fnhabitante of surrounding countries such ag
Mew 2paland and Wew Gulnea {whieh remmed to produce the mors enlerful exhiblt narerizl.)

After all that walking, Jokn decided we had beat take the bus back to his house. We
met Elizabeth and Julian there and then went t¢ tea at tho Poyster's favorlte reatsurant.
After thet they *took me back to Leigh and Valme's flat to spend the night. T had.» lot
Lo think about thaet nilght, Hot only had I aeen an awful lot of the city of Melbowrne
that day, but alss I had hsd geme interesting ronversatlons with Elizabeth, about
Auptralisn s6clety. I Wae sapeclally interasted in her comments on how womeh's roles
are wtil! pretty strictly defired in Austraiian soclaty, that most of her Female
atudents thought only of being marrled and having their own house and kide, while there
vasn't much encoursgement of women on the Unfversicy lewel, She told ne Lt would be
precty unthinkeble for an Australian woman to travel atroed withoul her husband, as I
was. I gupposs the feet tlaf pone of the fang T had met bad expressed such surprise
meant either that fans are a bit mere Iiberated in thelr outlook than meat Australians,

or perhaps that they didn't axpect American fane to live up to Australian standarda.
* * kW

I spent most of the next mopnlng readieg in front of the pas fire, It was nice not ta
have to do anything for & few houre. But eventually I decided te take the trem down

to the Bpace Ape Book Shop to see whet was happening. I bt to Space Age just s5 Lee
Narding was going out to lunch, so he invited me to po with hiz te a neighboring healeh
fool restaurant. 1 enjoyed eating there, but the meal did produce one uncomfortable
moment. T had decided I wanted tomate julce te drink, but I had guite a debake with
myself about what way 1 should proncunce:it, the Auvstralian or the Ameriean way. How,

I thought I could proncunce it in the Englishfiuatralian way quite eagily, since T had
heard it pronownced that wey hurdreds of times in movies, ss wall ag since I had bheen

in auetralia, But then 1 thowght it would be a hit =illy For me tn pretend I wasn't

an American with an Ameticin aceant. I ended up asking for tumate (American pronouncla=
rint) jilee, and esuae the waltress sowe merriwent, It made me apprectate how kind the
Avatralien fans hed hean 1n not bringing up the subjeck of my accent wnless I intro-
duced it myself.

after lunch I viaited o few of tho ohopo thet hed ae intrigued me two daye pravicuely.
I stopped in at the "Archle and Jughend" regord gtore, much patronized by record buylng
Australian fana, ard to tell the truth, I was horrified at the prices (they were very
high, since most of the records sold in Australis are fmporte.) I really couldult
uniderstand how anyone could afford to buy very many books or records in Auatralia,

1 suppose fans mugi give up meals retler pore often Lhen I do in opder to buy books.

I was U sperd that night at the Gilleapia hﬂuuo, ga Brucc met me after wm_'k, and we
ook the tram te his home in the northern pert of the ¢ity. Tha tram yvide was lengthy,



but {ntereeting. Ue passad tﬁ%ﬂmww-ﬁem.mk_whﬁr"”
Bruce told me is the lergest building in the Southarn Hemisphers {I'm not exactly swe
what Lt la used for.) We also passed a number of the new high rise flats that are
cavping the levelling of meny of the fascinating older houges, apparently Australic
1e begloming to experience some of the unpleasant aspesta of wrban vetowal.

Wa Einally arrived at Eruce's homs, which is behind & bhenk, Brucele father la directar
of tha bank, and apperently one of 1ha fringe Lenalite of the job lg belng able to

live in the adjoining bouse, I'm not sure 1f the resson for that ie to discourage
bank robbsries, or whet, but it wes a wice house, Pruce asked his mother to make &
ttypleal Austvalfan masl' far tea that night, so I would be expooed to somm local
cooking. The meal wae nice, but I didn't f{ind it thet oyt of the Jrdinary. I declded
that Avstralian food imt thet different from the kind of Epod I am used tS. Pexhaps
the maln differences are a greater rellance on lamb, and on some of the tropical frwits,
ang less vurlsty In the fand then gmeyicans ars weed to, probably because there is less
exposure 0 different national cufgines than we get in North America. Well, I had not
yat been expoaed to the meet ple, go perhsps T hadn't really esten Australlan food yet.

I spent the eveming inepecting Bruce's collection of booke, recoerds snd Fanzines, and
locking at the 5F Commentary then in the making. I was smazed to find cut that Bruce
rerypes alt fhe materic) for his faozine on layaur ahasts ao that he car edic it and
Justify the wargins. How, I knew that Pruce justified the mergins, and thet seversl
ethar fanzine editers de Lt, but I hadn't rerlised how much work it entalie. T can't
imagine having the time or patience to go te taat much rroubls,

¥ rpbats and Wallshies

Bruce lLad plaunned an expedlcion for Zatuprday, He must have heard me express my desire

to gee Ipgal Australian animals,' He hed srranged to have ascme of his (non-fan}_ friems
whe had a car pick us up end take me £o sss the animals, Slnce they didn't arrive until
nearly noon, I ppant the morning proofreading stengils for SFC. Bruew said thet he
generally dees everything by himsaelf when pnuttfng nut a fanzinz, which 18 something

I can't imagine doing. I suppose thet ts why he 15 &0 hoppy ton let other pecple gut
out imsueg of hlas magaziine.

Maurean and Rick filnally arrived and we began ocur journey. Since the place we warz to
viglt was 8 wildlife preserve and outdeoors, I was really glad thot I had borrowed &
scarf and werm jumper (pullover) from ¥alme =- I really hadn't brought the kind of
clothes that would keep me warm cutdoors in &) degree F weather. e ook & leng way
out of towr, gotng through the norehern limlbe wf Elw city, I decided that Melbourne
maigt be én ineredibly spreasd out city. After quite a bit of driving, we finally
areived in Healesvilla and the Sir Colin McKengie Wildlife Samctuary. Before golrg
off to gtare at the animele, we ate lunch., Lunch consieted of steak, ¢hops ard
sausages which ve cooked there, and bread and butter. BRich and Mauredn expleined that
the meal wae m good example of how jgustraliane tend to overeat, T dectded that Aust-
Lrallaug meally doen'l eat sure than AmerLcana, just more meat.

aAfter Tunch we walhed through the Senctuary, whilch waa really more of an open-air oo,
ainca moat af the snfmala were in sncleosures == although the Emua were wandering all
sround. Ifm not sure if it was becsuse they hed ne particulsr cage, or just lecause
they wouldn't etay in onme. Ye first walked through the part where many of the tnative
btrds wera kept. There was a huge cage full of cockatoos of variovus colors, 4ll of
ther had apparently learned hov to say 'hello! with the {dea that it palnod thew perncs
from the spectators., Perhaps the most interesting thing I ssw that day wza a platypus.
Tt was kept in a pglags cage containing & deep pool where it was oo display twice daily.
The animal seexmed te realize it had an sudlenca, as it followed a regulsar routine of



sw%igming around, dipeing 1o the mad and crewlirg up onte a ledge. asr o tape pointed out
tha snuaual zapacts o&f the platypur. It certainly attracted a lerge awdience. It was
the first time I had ever sean a monotreme, atid I suppése even Adstrallane don't oec
thém very often. (I did see an schidna later in the day, but it waen't nearly as im-
preasive since it peemed to spend moet of it'e time -sleeping.) The Hangarocs and
wallabies were kept in ppen enclosures through which you could walk, Apparently the
aninele didn't nind being petted and stared at. We walked by cnwe group of reating
kangaroes, and [ notled a peir of lege sticking out of one of the femnlels pauches.
They were wvexry blg legs, too, 1 resally would have liked to s¢e the test of the young
kengayoo.

1 saw a number of other animals, One of the wombats wes out walking around. 1t look-
agdd bike a woodcuck. There were numerous cages of btirds (including owle) and aome of
the native reptiles. The goannas {& type of lizerd) were all sleeping under etones in
their enclosure and a sign informad visitors that they were provided with electrie
heat pade for thelr comfort, I suppose that'a cne way of keeping zoo animale happy
during the winter.

After leaving the wildlife sanctuary, we drove to 8 nearby reesevoir which vas surrcounded
by semi-formal -ardens end pictlc grounds, Unfortunately, it was just begibning to
raln &8 we 2ot there. 82 I 4idn't have much chence to observe Lhe flora. We did tabe

& gquiek walk up to the cap of the damn and por a rather apesetarular view of the water-
course it was damning, but we didn't stay there lomg. By this time it was getting
rather late, zo wa drove back into town and are dinnear. at s french regtaurani, wlich
gpeciaiized in warioue soepts of crepes. The restaurant seemed to be in cne of the
colder paxrte of town, and was 1n & redecorated old house. I understood thae the only
thing That wa=z saviag gsme 5€ the more Interestihy houess 0 Helhaurnes from heing torn
down was the fact that businesees sre locsted in tham.

After dinner, Rick and Maureen ipvited us te thelr aportment to ligton to records. We
ltigtehed To sahe claseleal muele £or awhlle, bLur then Rick got our gome of hig collac-
tion of country and bluegrass music. It was really odd to hear something like that in
Auptralia, It hedott occured to wme thet America: wlght export some of our more Tgemre!
musle, 2§ well ap popular and rock mugle. It really struck me ap odd that any Australisn
should Be as intereésted in LT as Rick, since thet eort of music has alwaye asemed to me
pe The nost purely Tamericand Bul Bick and Mayreet were very enthosiastic about ft,
and late in the svening pave us a cuneerl vu puitar aud sutoherp of their version eof
gpome of khe eonzp. 1t wns 8 very entertaining evening. '

YT Foyeter Farm

Sunday marning, HMr. Gillespie and Aruce toolk me to the Spancer St. train atation to
meet John Fovater. ©On the way, we drove through HMelbourne University, whish seemed
crovwded slnee Lt 1s located in Lhwe mlddle of Luwni. AL leaplk, C(here didor i seam Lo I
mieh room for nmew huildings, BSince the Universdty only hag abouty 12,000 gtudents, I
suess 1T wemn't realkly ag blg as 1c loolked. Johu wes at the train station, end wase
roady to take me on & trip ke Weed's End, whare Ellzabsth ves to mest wa and taka wa
ta the Foyeter eauntry resldence. How, I dide!t want to admit it, but thir wea tso
be my firet train trip, and T was rather excitad abour L{t, The train turned out to be
rather old, The cars wara wooden, with several conpartmente in each car. ERarclh gon-
partment had 6 seats in it -- just like the trains peaple vide on in British movies,
and juet the wary I hed slweps 1nagined trains to be. I helievye the car 5t one ting
had been rather luxurious; sge had mpade IL raltier noigy but, It wag gLill very comfort-
able, The train took us up into the 'great dividing venge! which le part of the main
mountian chain in Austyalio. Actually, I didn*'t believo it the Ffirst time T was told
I wap in the wountaina, since the mountlans aren’'t very high at all. They remind ma
of tha Dzarks mere than anything. We caw & lot of the countryelde on the trip up, most



et
of it atill undeveloped, but John did point cut &n isalated group of suburban homes
which had proved to bg a bit too fer sur for the dArvelopsr to sall. Ellizsbath and
Jalisan picked ur up at the train station, and we drove out to the Foyeter farm. I
covld tell we were 1n the country, alnce at one point we had to atop and let a calf
craes the road it frent of ye. The Forvater Ferm iLeelf was an actual farm, with an
ald farm housse, cutbuildings, and a pasture with a amall herd of cows in 1it. Johnts
sigtar and ber femily were alsgo wigiting that Sunday, and we apent a pgreat deal of time
walking sround tha farm; I think I had as good a time sg did Jhillian and her cousins.
He walked through the psstures and met the cows who lived there and lookad at the
wattle trees thot ourrounded the wlace. We algo zxplored the pond, which 18 actually
a dug out clay pit, but is nice desgpite that.

Lfter lurcheon, the Foysters and I went for s drive. We went to an abandomed gold mine
further back in the bills. Ue sew & few Sonday vigitnra panning for gold. I suspect
that people occasionally turn up s nugzat of twe, but it is meinly dona for fun. We
also atopped at & small restmarant end had @ Devonshire tea (which conaists of scones,
jam and eresam, besides the tea,) This was the gort of meal I hbed elways theught ehould
be properly cazlled a tea, rather than the meals I had been eating under thet nama, =o
1 esked Elizmabeth what exactly conatituted toz,. She explalned chat formally tes 1s a
meal which the children of the house arc allowed to share with the rest of the family,
a high tea ta a more formal mesl where the children are not expected ro sresk, and
dinner is & mesl that children &re not sllowed to attend at all. T suppose I still
think of tes ae en allernoon pnack sort of thing, desplte the fact that I colled my
dirner 'tea! for the whole time I was in Australiln.

The rest of the drive was interesting, as well, 1 saw some cockatoos, rosellas and even
& kooksbura, snd 8 loft of countryside and older towns, W9 drove bacl teo Felbourne, whic
took quite a while aince the road was crowded with Sunday traffic. I rode in the back
with Julian on the way into town, AL oshe polat in our conversation she asked me to
teach her rAmerican® which rather stumped me {the only thing T eculé think of wes Lo
tell her that we call our tca dinmer or .supper.)

When we pot back to Melbourne, we stopped by Leizh and Valme'e flat loang enpugh for me
to plek wp my things, as J was to spend the next few nights at the Foysters. It wae
really nice to stay at the Foyster's home, beacauge it had central heating and was
actually warm, even away from The heatsrz. Also, there wsp A washer awl dryer there
and I finally zot to do some laundry that night. I was very comfortable there.

Vil All Round the Town

The next moyning, Menday, I was supposed to get to Space Age hooka rather carly as a
televialon crew was tt be there to do eome Interviews. The television people didn't
get there on time theugh, and when they did arrive it tcok them fhe iongest time to
set up. They snded up doing cnly about 10 minutes 2f interviews, moetly with Lee
Harding, but they did deo a minute or two with me. Fortunately, 1 never did have to
watch myself on televlsion, slnece the progrem wasn't breadeast until after 1 left the

AOURLTY .

1 dedided that I had to get some shopping done that afiernoom (aince I hed & number of
presents to buy for my famlily and friends.) Sc I got to explore some more of the fas-
cloating little ercades in dowpbown Melbourne, 1he arcedes ara all over the place, Lo
every available alley and back street. Only & few of the stores are sclfual department
storta. I think I did most of ny slwpping in the Look srores, but I dld go inte & lot
of different shops that day.
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Dﬂ'z?r.e GCilleapile was off work-that day, eo.he met me In town ond walked baek to the
Fovsterls hrmae vith me. e walied past the Myer Musie Bowl, which 1s sext of en opet
alr stage bullt into & hillside. It supposedly has some of the finest natwal acoustics
in the world. We alsoc walked through the Rcyel Betanical Gardena, which still intrigued
me. Ttis Time, I maneged Td fird somc ¢f the Horth american {lvra, aud 1 wee suszwel

at thg alzo af some of the trens 1n thot park of the gardens.

That evening there was another fammish gathering for dlnner et the Madelaine restaurant.
Thke pleca Lo rather wildiy decorated, but ls apparently very congenial and had lat the
fentasy Film group show movies there in Lhe pasl. There were lots of pecple there that
night, including tha jeweler who hed aade my 4 in V75 pendant. WHe was actimlly an
emiprant from Laneas City, which struck me a8 a bt colncidental. The dfnner was really
a 5it wild, as I precall, I'm not swrc why, tut T ouppose one of the rasesna waa that

I tolt a bit more cominrtable arsund the Malbourne fana then T had tha weak hefore and
sz talked & bit wmore, It was m good thing 1o do though sinec Yolma told me later that
aome people had been afroid that T waon't hoving & pood time until they talked te me
that night. It was just that [ had great 2ifficulty telling people how much I was
enjayirg wyzcls and how much I appreciated thedr hoopltality.

Aftar tes that evening, lelgh ard Valms took me o the Ballar, {dctwsally, T vsad Corey
Handfleld'g ticket, since he had decidec not to o and offered 1t to wmed This was only
th: sccond time I had ever been to  the ballet, g0 I really had ro way to tell if
Llg pepformange, by the local coopany, was very pood, The ballet they performed wea
Cindorella, which scomed a bit eilly cubject for o ballet teo me, but 1k zetually was
vather smuglneg, The ugly stepslaters are traditionally danced by male dancers, and
they were rather funny. After the ballet I went with Leigh and Vealma back to their
flat to apend tThe nipht, I wae never surs kow ] manaped to co-oriilnate wial [ was
to do every day end whers I was to spenic the night, but things alwava seemed to wvork
out, =m0 [ didn't worry about it too mucha.

Tuesday norning begen my zecond week in Melbourne. I went down Tour by wyeelf -- ¥
was getting wery used o the tram ride btetween Telrh 2rd Yalmats £ler apd the Space
Ags -— and did a bit of ghopping baforg it wag time te mest Eldzebah Foyeter. Shae
wan poing te take me out to lunch that day. 1le went ton the Lyceum club for lunch, whieh
was a unlque experiencs. The Lyceum ie a woments clul whicli accepts ag menbers only
WOmEn Wha APa UTILVErELTY MrBduaTeEs, Drolasolonals OF ATLLATS, NG 11 1 roglly very
private and exelusive. I theught it awst ke something like the e¢lubso one reoaca about
ir Enpglish nowvels ~- except, of course, all cf thoze are men's <lubs, Most of the
wemen wlio were there thal dey were falrly old, bul Ellzebeth geid that there are maony
youtiger members, and 1t 15 s pood place tn gn For anvane seapching “er interesting
conversations We ate lunch in the dinirg teom and had coffee in the lounge, where
there ware many women giffing arnund taliking. (I euppose that wae cne difference from
the ments cluba of the nevels -~ there most cf the members sit arcund sncczing or
reading the paper after lwnch,) :

aftar luneh wa walksd arsund Colling 5t. wiich hap gema of the mors oxpentlvs zhops 1n
town. Bruece Glilesple met us smmewvhere, and we started on & trip bto wviait Carla
barding., We ®ook a long way out of towt so that we could drive though Monesh Univer~
s1ty, which 1s falrTly oew, and suburban, as compared with pelbourne UnlverslCy, e
zipe drove thwough Fern Tree Cully, which contalne one of John Bangeundta more fameua
resldences. The Hardinges live In what iz prectically the eowntry, although zome of the
peeple whe My thexe compute dnte town each day, The place hed guite & big tack yard,
which was backed by s stend of wild pun treew, Tle Bapdingw resilderce.reninded ne

of oy parsnte’ house in Apnold,Missewrd which 1is sles protty muwseh in the country, and
gurroundad by 5 emall bit of forsst {although the trees are a bit dif farent.) Like

the Couches, the Hardings had a number of resident wsnlnale, locluding cels snd Tabbita.
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Stephen and Eric Harding introduced me propsriy to the rabbtite, one of whom was almost
killed lafwek in ths dsy by a neighborhond dog. Fortutately the animal escaped with

ne damage axcapt frighta

John Foveter cabe qut for dioner that evening, The meal was satierhing Chiness and quite
gpods I got to visit for quite a while in the Herding residence. I was glad to have
the opportunity to see more of the Australian country-pglde. Carla told me that the
surrounding Lend was the 'resl Australis,’ what most Australisns. think of as character-
iglLic of their country and are rother proud of, though meny people are reluctent o
admit tt,

That svening I got to sea a different aspect of Australia. Bruce had scquiréd tickets
through hig office to the premisre of the movie "I Can Jump Puddlas," which is a Czech
_kilm, but baped on & novel by an Australisn. The movie wase ahowing at the .Falals
Thastre, which 1s cne of the last of the 'Golden aApge! movie thostres in the city. The
entire program was rather long, since the film waa preceeded by a numher of ads, short
subjects, an intermisgion, and a speech by the suthor of the book, followed by = short
dociumantary on hie lifa. The mdvie was rather interesting. The novel had been seml-
autcbiegraphical, and concerned & young boy who was crippled and yet otill learned

how to lead & falrly porusl 11fe. The eutfre book hed been tranaplented to Crechoslovakia
for the Hilm (I think aome of the sullence was disappointed by thia) buc it was falriy
interesting. It was as cloge as T got ko sceing on "Australian' film (which 1s3 a
rather rare beast}, so I was glad of the experience. after the wovie I rode back to
Foyater'a house in » tax] which had o flat tire fox the lagt helf of the ctrip, so L
was rather lucky to have made 1t back at gl1l.

VILT My Oun Intereats

The next mornfng, Wednesday, John Foyater called eariy in the morning to tell me he had
srTatged to get me Iin 'behind the scenes! at the Victoria museun, slbce I had eapressed
an interest in geelng some of the things wileh weren't on dlaplay in the muaeun itself.
Elizabath drove me to the musautn, and I had ne trouble getting into the back. Ome of
the renior workers in the anthropolopy section offered to escort me around the plsce.
We bepan the tour by having marnlng tea with rhe myesewm ataff in the hasement, Then
Miss Walnwright took me to aee the skelertal muterial the museum had collected. There
tag o whele room of akelstal remalne, mainly aboriginal, clasaified by etate of orlglho.
I pot to Look at it fof quite & while. The shulls were In very good condition, and
included seme which had been dacorated, There was alsgo 8 fow drawers of skulls, main-
Iy of convicts but alao of eboriginale, which had been exeamined by a phrenclogist,

Ee had fazrened hie t ETheh. corments to each 31{\!11, and 'lthEF were ‘w&gtly amiging to
ruad {'obyicusly a crimlnal type, locliced toe vickence,! fa very primltlve CypoaT)

I hal gquite & long tolk with Miss Wainwright. She wae an experienced museum worker,

but had 5 degree in art and didn't know too much mbout antheapoalapy., We talked abaut
anthrepology in the U.8,; ar leset I told her what [ knew of tha field hara., She alsa
showed me scme of thelr huge collection of artifarts in the basement, and amked 1£ I
could help her identify gome Ifidfan itens which had just been donated by & craveller,
Unfortunaetaly, I'm not that kind of anthropologist, ac all I could tell her was that

I thought it unlikely the bleon horn hed come from ¥llinods where it had been pwrchased.
She alsc showed me thm musaum remeech library, and got ont an stlae eo I could show

her where Iliipnlg 15 located, I puess =oer Auvetrali™” know ae little about American
gpagraphy aa I dld about Augtralian genpgraphy befora I made my rrfp.

After spending the morning ameng the dusly old bones, I walked to Spate Age where Leigh,
who ned taken the day off from work, amd Bruce wers walting for me. Thay 1laft it te me
to declde what we should do that day, et I told them thet Elizmbeth had sugpested n txdp



t?éngn.nkntnn- They resmerd to think that wae & good {dea, though T had no {dea what

it might invwolve, TIr turned out that Frankston 1s & little kown at the end of the the
train line located on the ncean, S we walked to the Flinderp St, Station and got on
the appropriate traln. This trein was eleclric, a LIt elder amd a Iol less comfurt-
zble than the country traein I had wldden on Sunday -=- this train was a commuter train.
Tt war shout an howr ride to the end of the line 1n Frankaton; lelgh snd 1 spect mast
of the time digeussing politice, Mainly, I waw trying to explain the American political
greten to him, and he tried to explain the Australlan system to me. I had great
difficulty trying to explaln smerican politice to Leigh. He never did seem to gresp
the 1dea of a primary electlon (fana famillar with the Australien ballot system will
redlize sucl a Lhing L8 unnecescary in Auutralia), but he seemed to think ke had the
rest of our eystem flgured out when we decided that Republican =.Iiberal and Democrat
= Labor., 1, in turn, found the fsa of compulsory voting hard to comprehend. I think
by the end of the trailn ride we wera both equally confused, but it was great fun trylung
to explain something as complex and ridievwlous ss politlca te each other dver the sourd
of a nolsy train.

Arriving at Frankston, we walked €o a amall luneh shop where lelgh treated me to a
'pie and mauce' and fpagtle and weuce.' Ssuce La ketohup, of coursc. And a pie and
pastie are soris of meat pieg. According to Leigh, whe eats them everyday for lunch,
theee are real Augtrallan [ood. We walked dywn to e sesslwra tv sat. 1 decided
hz+ing both a ple and a paotic at the eame time wos a blt too such, so I fed the laast
hite af mine fo the seg guile, After esting, we spent most of the afterncon talking,
playing in the sand and losking at the seu, I really wnjoyed being thers by the sea)
ve walked oub onto a jeliy o get a look at the watar fartcher sut, 1 supposs what I
enjoyed most about the afterncon was finally pettiug a chance Lo Have s lung, long walk
with Leigh, I dontt think we talked sbout anything rearribly impertanr., I do remember
trying to teach him te ssy 'Arkansas' properiy. I suspect Bruce was a bit amered at
how ollly wec wero gotting sltes he didi't may much 811 afternaon.

Firally we decided that it was time to pgo back te town, eo we took the train back im,
and arrived just at rush hour. We walked frem the traiv station to DaGraves tavern
for dinner, There was & much smalier crowd this Wednesday evenlny: Lelgh, Valma, John
Foyster, Michael Bredon, one other fan and mysdf, but wa hed 2 very entertaining meal.
sfter dinner, leilgh, John and I walked back to the Foyster residence. We walkad slong
the Yarra River mueh of the Wa¥. AT one point we stopped s Leigh and John could
paint out the bridge wnder which Antifon 1w llowu up by suseiefan -- you gould acill
see the erater. At Foysters, we talked a while and drank Milo, a sort of Australisn
Ovaltine. Leigh said he drinks it every night, bur [ didn't think it tasted that good
== but then T never liked Cvaltine mueh, withar. all in all, T think thic wag posotbly
the nicest day I apent 1in Australia,

IX¥ Guest of Howor

I spenit mosr of Thureday getring ready to leave Melbourne. I spread my things out all
over the Dedrocm in Foyster's house, and picked out the thinga T dédnit think I could
powgibly et Ln the zuitcases and then poeied the rest. fruce came over lgter En the
day and got the stuff that wouldn't fit inte my luggage, as he had offered to post it
to me in Madieon. 1'm sure T would hsve never gotten it home otherwisc. 1 spent the
rest of the day reading, since this was the first tlme I hod potten a chance to ingpect

the boolks ar FoVster's. I repad some old fanzines as well.

Jokn and I weni out to dinner that night, sinca Elizabath and TuTitan had pone to the
farms We walked to the little restaursant nesr his kouse, snd had a most plaasant rea,
which we epent talking sbout thmivermities, Since John wam net Eong out of grad school,
we talked about the differences between graduate schoole Ln vur Tespective countrfes,



ss well ap University politice (the rafleals ot australisn universities ave-mainfy
Maciste, I wnderstand,.} After dinner we taok a rab over to Robin Jobnsan's ilnt,
since Robiln wae giving & party smainly Secause it was my last night in Nelbourne.

The party was very well attended, mostly by people I had already mer , wa well as by
some I hadn't Yet mat, such se Chrisrine Melowan and Benrge Turner. Tt was a very nice
party. Scmewhere in the middle of the party, a lot of people gathered at the windows,
since the fireworks being set off at the Japanese trade festivel wcre juet barely
vialble From there. Later on the silent print of the Auetralia in t75 movis was showm
with Merv Pflnne whistling 'Femp and Circutistance' and tWaltzing Matilda! o accompuoy
the £film. The movlie was shown again later that nlght, since George Turner arrived
after the first ehowing. Luckily FPaul Stevens took the film away beifore the laat
late-comers arrived., 1 had ¢ very interesting conversation sometime that ayening with
Leigh; David Grigg end Peter House aboul tock festivals, since there hiad recently bean
ona in Auatralfa, I'm surc I talked to mamy wore people that night, and I hed 2 great
time. When the time ceme to leave, it was really herd to say goodbye, Rebdn sald,
'See you next week,' since he was going te Lacon, but I told everyone elsg 'See you in
three years' since 1t was very hard for me to think that I might never see pome of
them sgain,

Ellzabeth aod Jdlian were both home the next morping, since they wers both on school
holida¥y. We went shepping that day in Toorak at a toy store; Juldian picked out some
new furniture for her deoll house. We alse otopped at tha post affice ao Elissbeth
could pay for the radio license (&ll radio and televisgions must have licenses, and the
mohey collectes this ways pays for the abC.} That afterncon, John took me downtowm

to have lunch at & Chincee resteurant. I am fond of Chinese food and had expressed an
interest in eating &t one of the restasrants in Melbourne -- these restaurants sre
matinly partrotiized by the students from Hong Kong, etc., and are teally quite pood.
The one we went to was smell, but hed a large menu. The food wes excelletit, Afrter
Tunch we walked acouul cthe city and gtopped et a few booketores. One of them
specializad in manist litarsture, and had a5 A sldeline a few importe such aa carved
boxes and paihfed screens, which I found more interesting rfhan the printed material.
In fact, John boupght one of the semaller soreens as a pregent for me -- Il was voe of
the many presents I recelved from fans 1n Meibourne before I left.

We pot bagk to Foveter's just in time o leave for the asirport, where I was to catch
a flight to Adalaide, Elizabath and Juilian went to the afrport with us, but left for
the farm shortly after that, so 1t wes John who saw me off. We spent the fer minutes
Lufore my plans left Lalklng sbeul DUFF and cther thinga, When he Lime came Lo bosrd
the planc, I found it very difficult to say goodbyc to John, and to realise that I

wigit never vigit Melbourne and the Melbourne fana again,
* &k ok ok ox

The flisht to Adelaide took gbout an beur, but because of *he time zone chenge T got T
tdelaide only half an hour &dter leaving Malbourne., It was rather smusiong to watch
the stewardosses rush aboul trving o get colflfee and Ces zerywl before che [1ight wea
over« I suppose the airlines felt the stewardesees hed to do something to justify
thelr presence on the flight. I was met at the airport in adelatdc by Alan fandercock
and Paul Anderson. We stopped at Alan's house bdefly to drop off my luggape, aince T
wag to gpend the weekend there and then drove e Faulis house for tea.

Paul liwvea up in rhe hillg. Unlike thege near telkourns amd $ydnaey, the meuntaine in
back of Adelafde are quite cloose to the clty and the suburbs siretch up into them,

The aresn whoere Puul liver is really rather wild and secente. e had tea with Paul'g
parentr, and rpent most af tha eyening reading fanzines. I read.thrdugh- Faulig fils

of 47FR, while alan read & number of Anericen fanzines. Alan and T finally started
back to his house. On the way, ®= stopped 8t & lookout point from which 1 goft a fan-
Castiie view of the clty lights. We drove dowm through the center of town, which at that



E%me ot a friday night, was crawling with vyoung couplee looking for some night life.
Mexst of them esemad to he just lacking in atore windowz or llsteninpg to the radio.

When we got back to Alants house, we watchad a bit of televislon, HNat too surprisings
ly, the Friday nipht fare waer & Tather Lad monster movie, and an episode ofF "Thriller.!
The program was hosted by Hr. Deadly Bsrnest, who was made up horribly, snd professed
to take his ahow quite seriously. T alsoc read throngh a plie of Alan's fllm magazines
while the televigiom was on.

The next morning Alan's pwiher mede porridge for breakfast. 45 T had alweys ouspecied,
porridee is the pame thing es the hot oate I eat for breakfast nonaionaly at home.
After btreskfagt, Alan and I drove downtown. We perked at the University and then walk-
ed a few blocks ra rhe santral business dieiricl. 4w in Melbourne, central Adelaide
wag £ull of li:ztle arcades, though there are not guite as many eince Adelside 1s a
much smaller city. We alan axplored the Uulversity a Llt, It was fairly deseried thet
morning, bul seemred a nlce place. We stopped in et the Unilon bookotore, which was the
only thing open on campua that day. After thig, we drove to the beach. The heach we
vislted featurad a large higtorical marker commeicrating the faift that Europesns had
landed there for the first time in South Austrslla. The beack was alao marked by &
large jetty. gince the doy was nlee, there were lots of people standing or sitting

on i {ighiae. I didn't ses anyone catch anything, but they all seemed te be having
great fun.

Back st Alan's houee, I apent ths :fternnon reading hile flle of Australiasn fanzines.

I really bsdn't got & chancs teo da much reading while I was visiting in Melbourne, and
it was a nice break, as well &5 being interesting to review the last half dozen yeara
or an of sAusitralisn fandmp, That afternoon we also viaited another fan, John Hewltt.
He had guite a collection of comics. 1 looked through his Australlan Disney comice,
and wa spent a while talking sbout ceémics. John alao played a Lape recording he had
mede of the Advention which had boen held the previous Hew Year*s. The tape inecluded
Bruce Zillesple's Guest of Honor Speact, snd a few other Interesting bits.

That evenitis there was a party at alsn's lioupe, HMHost of the Adelalde fans were in
atzendance, including Gory ond Lyme fmith and Jeif Herris. From the eonvergation atr
the party I gathered that every [an in Adelaide except l'sul Anderson 18, in poma way
or another, connacted with the Univereity. The University talk made me f20] PI1ght pt
home, The pacrty wae interesting, einre it was the only chance I got to meet many of
the Adelside fang, many of whom had not heen at the Syncon == including Gary Mason
wlw hud moved to Adelalde from Syduey only a short time hefore. During the course of
the party, Gary offered to be treasvrer for the convention Adelaide was to hold the
next vear, since that Iis hia perennicl job in Australian fandem. The party ended up
with everyone watching the apening cersmonten of the Olympic zames on telavision.
Almoet all the fans I had met had told e how sports mad Australians werea, but besides
a few threats from John Foyster to toke me to & lecal football match, I hadn't really
seen anything of Australian sporty, excepl for driviong Uy a few local bawling c¢luba.
(L am of coutge tAlking about Auslralian [uvotlball, and lawn bowling.) llowaver, aince
I too was lntearested In seeing the opening af the Olympics, I didn't teke this To ba
a gymptom of the Australlan eports madneas. The Olympics alsc reminded wme that 1t
really was summer ln the other half ot the world,

The next morning wes Sundey, ond I opent it reading the Sunday papers. In the esrly
gilernoon we drove over T8 Paul Anderagon's heouge agein. Sloece It was daylight thia
time, Paul and his parents gave me a teur of their pseden and greenhousesn, where they
grow orchide. It wag moet interesting. After this we pet oubk on a drive to the Barossa
valley., We took a ecenlce proute whiech wound wp and thrauph tha erurresunding meuntains,
The roads were narrow and windy, like real mountgip roads, but of course the mountasins
werenlt anything like the Rockles or other big mountaineg {anything which has trees all



the way to the top can't be & real mountsin.)] Stinge 10 was Sunday, nons -of the w?%eriau
in the velley were open, but the drive iteelf wae very plesasanti, We drove by several
of the winsriwg, 8nd stopped at & morl of [ouriet attractlon, a family orypl located

on tha top of a Hill, A runber of people were up on the hill, rlnce one could get a
nice view of the valley frem Lt, 3o we climbed up to have a lco¥ too. We drave back

to Faul'e houss for tea, snd again spent much of the evenlng reading fangings. This
tive I read numercus ANZATA mallinpge. Jeff Harris came over later in the avening,

and we talked about conventicns and things wetil :t was time tc laave,

Monday mewning I waw to Iseve Adelaide and po to Srdney, as the flret leg of my trip
bark to the Y.5. Alan took e to the sirport that moralng, and I discoversd that my
plane wae going to bo deleved. I bought 2 few thinge from the newstand amd paasad the
time reading the Australian editlan of Time nagazine.lt wes Teally the [irer £ime T
had resd about what woae going on {n the U.5. sinea T had left -~ nothing seemed to
have changed machs Finelly the plane arriverd and T wan able to lesave the Adeleids
alrport.

It isn't pomeidle to fly cizectly from Adelaide to Sydney — one has to fly throygh
Malbournc on the way, se I actually gol v nLop' lu Malbourne once mere befors leaving
Augtyalis, Luddly T didn't have ke change plance, but could take the eams one the
rest of the way. Laura Molesworth and Bi1l uright mot we at the alrpoerk in Sydney.
Bill ip actually s Melbourre fan, but had stayed in Sydney hervesn tha Bpneon acd the
time he iaft for the LAcon. We otopped 8t the Inte-national Terminal on our woy cut of
the airport teo make evre that DL1I and T could leare for Loe dngeleos the next day, and
then drove to laurale house where 1 was te aspend tie night, laurs and her children
David and lyn showed me come of the oore frteresting of the meay inrereating thinge
thal filled thelr home, includlng buvke sulograplrel by Huinleln, Sturgeon and Clarke,
the tlstery of Ausiralian fandom writien Ly the late Vol Molesworth, and an ebordpginel
ghull Lhwy Lad pollen suuewlere,

lawra made g 'haked dinmert that right. Bcth she snd Bill described tt as typlcel of
the best sort ot Auatralian cookling. U weg certainly one of the nlcesh weals T hed

in the country. A bakec djuner Ly a leg ol lamb with vegerabics -— Lovra voohml
potatoey snd pumpkin mlatig with 1C. 1here was [0 bDe 8 party at leura's hwuwe tlat aight
wrrt of 4 farewell party for me. Peoplz began arrlving shorlly aiter tea. EBrlc
Linisay and EBlalr Ramage errived [irst, clegely followed by Shayne MeCormeck, Margsret
Wiver, Eob smith ond Capuein Chandler- Sevaral of Ll peevle whe  couldnl't make it

Lo the party callet Lo euy yooddye To e Shayne scwowed me soue ol the photographa ghat
lad Leen Caben by the offilcial photoprapher at the Syncon. B4ll Yright hod given me

some of the plctures earliesr in the da¥. I waas really heppy to get thom, elice E 4idn't
Lube very maoy plobures, &nd I'm not a very peod phratographer te hegin with, Sheyne
mie] Dot tallked aoout Fl,:lff.'ll‘.& aulk n pl'lﬂfr;a‘,r—r.ph:l_q_ roxort om the canvention. CEI‘.“‘.R"I‘L].}'
they hed a larse enough collection of pleturea Lo shoose frum for the peport. We alsc
talsied 5 hit abeut Melbourre and Melbeurta fana, .1 made the mistake af saying T like
limlbourne & bit botter thar Sydnay . I atill think Maibourne le the nicor cfty, alnea

it La less 'Amerlean' than Sydney.) The perty brors up faizly aarly, thouph, sirecs
cveryone hed be zo te werhk the sext day. Ehayna and Brie promlead that thay would cas
me tn @ yesr mt the Torcon. Evcryonc slee said oomething pbout eseing me sgelc in threo

years {eacept o5 Bmith whe assured me he w4ll have pafiated by 1975.) Sinca Bart
Chendler woe one of the iset to Joeve the party, I pnt ta talk te him a bit. He talked

about meiencoe fletion wrltlng and the fFUA. Captaln Chandlar pemarked that he thoupght
gome of the boat writing ceurrantly erpearing 14 fn the fanzines, wvhish 1 thooght wae
tather mice of hims I talked to Laura a bit when zveryone had left, I had met her st
SGyncom, but thle wae the fivst time I had raslly gstten & cheonce tow talk o ber. Wa
talked about Auvatralisn fandom in the post, os well ae the future of Fandom in Sypdney
and elsewhers in the country. Laura romarked on haw dlffleuit 1t £z bto got Auctralisn
fane &= join clune, adnea it ranlly isalt part of che Australian culture o have eluba


magazine.lt

fa%j svarykthing as we do in the U.5. It seems like the idéa of clubs and conventions
must really be sttributable to Arericac fandom, since these are rather comson things
in smerican life, It was & most interesting conversatlon, and added teo the large ateve

of pleasadt mettoriea I took to bad with me that night.
' ® o R h W

X  Jhaking

Tuesday, August 29 wae the lopgest day of my 1ife. ¥t was weny hours into the day be-
tore Bill Wright arrlved amd we lefL fer the sirpuri. It was still Tuesday as we
boarded the flipght, and 1t war Tuseday tha yhola time we were nn the alrplane. It took
almost 24 hours to get to loa Angeles. We stopped flret in Noumez, HNew Caledonia.
The pun was just polng down e we lended, and I got some rather spectacular views of
the 1aland and the guneet, It was derk by the time we took off mgaln, but 1t was stll.
Tuecaday when we arrived for the second stopover.in FEIli--Ae.we areived lnrTobit: for
our third etopover, which lasted for msveral hours, the sun was Just coming up on
Tuesday mexning. and it wes Tusedey evening when I arrived at LA Internetional.

It seomed to take a dreadfully long time foxr the plane to land in Loe Angeles. When-

I finally did zet off the plane I hed to ge through U.S, customs. Most of the peodle
en the plane were Amcricans returning from Tahitian vaceations, and I didn't get too
much attention from the customs sgunts who were busy with the rsturning vacationsra.

In fact, I didn't even have to open my euwiltcaees for the custame agent, which rather
gurpriced me (I guecsa I just den't match the smugpler profile.) Finelly I was throuwgh
customa and could go sut Into the elrport. I waank sure 1f anyone would be weiting
for me, but sure encugh when I came throughr the docrs, there was gqulte a welcome
guumittew; Hank, Terry Hughes, Chris Couch and {laudle Iarrish, 1 was so excited:
about everyilidng that bad happenad to me in the past three weeks that I donlt think T
shut up once during the time we were collecting my luggape and walking te tha gonvention
hntel {which wee located conveniently ripght at the silrport.)

l'hen I wventured outside the hotel the mext day, it suddenly hit me that it wae summsr
apain. and gumner in Leo Angelea im hot., T auppose 1f 1 hadn't epent most of that
weekend in an sirconditioned hotel, I might have suffered from the hest as omch ar T
had from the cold 1n australia. But since Americans believe in making their bulldings
a0 alr tight and free from seascnal variation as posulble, T never did find oul how
difficult the readivstmant te summer would have hem,

The Liacon 1taelf wanp quito a contraat to the Eyncon. It was & hupe convenileon, in a
e lwiel. Big conventions have o advantsges. The more pecple sttending, the more
people you are likaly tog see that you want to meet (&lthough the more difficulr 1t will
bz te find them -- I don't think I would survive a big convention ar whieh T didalt
know any of the people I wanted to weet by wiphi, since I would fever find anyone.)
The other sdvantage is that & hig comvention can afford to put on a pretiy impressive
program, While I find the type of program shar most conventicve feature -- the attendaoos
talking in move or less formal aessions about various sorte of things -- gquite inter-
esting, T alen really appreciated thu Lyps v propramming the LAcen was abla ta do,
The film prograndne locked quite good, although the only movie I got ic mes wag
Targmts, a movie I'd long wanted in see since 1t was one of Borie Karloaffis lagt fllms
and Peler BPogdanovich's firet., They also were able to put on & fantastlec aerlec on
the higtory of the animated cartoon, which included several mornings of cartoon pro-
gramming, as well am a penel featuring some of the biy nanee of the f1eld. Certailnly
I wouldn't want to go to big conventions all rhe time, but the Liton propram proved
that there aere advantagey Lo Laving big cone onece 1n a2 while.

However T didnic gpend most of iy tilna at the progrem of Lacon, Much of the time I
spent in the huckster room helping Ilank run cur huchster tabie. Actually, we had & lot



